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ADVERTISEMENT T. 


The Public are requeſted to excuſe the inaccura- 
cies of the firſt Edition, which was written, 
printed and publiſhed, in little more than 
three weeks after the Author had ſeen Dr. 
Apams's Sermon, and therefore ſeveral er- 
rors which the Printer had notice to correct 
(though too late) haye unavoidably appeared 

in that edition. 
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N. B. The references in the following Letter 
are all made to the firſt Edition of the Doctor's 
ſermon, which is verbatim the ſame with the 

ſecond. 
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To THE WORTHY 75 
PARIS HION ERS 
9 1 0 Oi 7 

nenen 07D! 03 


St. CHAD's and Cu N D. 


Mx DEAR FRIENDS, 


O U have the honour and happineſs of 
being members of a truly apoſtolical 
church, viz. that of the church of 'England, 
and though I would by all means adviſe you to 
pay attention to the caution of your own paſtor, 
in not haſtzly believing that he is a ſetter forth of 
| range doctrines, yet I would have you at leaſt 
as cautious of believing that your own church 
is a ſetter forth of ſtrange dodtrines. Receive 
nothing upon man's authority. Weigh every 
thing you hear in the ballance of God's unerring 
word; bring it to the law and to the teſtimony; 
above 


4 1 

La” 
. 
a 


( iv 1 


| * all, be careful not to ſearch the ſcriptures 


by halves, nor without earneſt prayer for that 
ſpirit of humility, wiſdom, and of a ſound mind 
which cometh down from the Father of lights, 
Be not affrighted by bug-bear names, neither 
be toſſed to and fro with every wind of doctrine 
by the fleight of men, and cunning craftineſs, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but try 
the ſpirits whether they be of God. Remember 
that the moſt pernicious opinions have laid claim 
to ſcripture authority, and that it is no proof of 
the truth of any doctrine, that either great names 
or multitudes are found to be the abettors of it. 

With theſe precautions, I beg leave to put 
the following Letter into your hands, (not with- 
out my earneſt prayers to the throne of grace, 
that a bleſſing may attend the PO of it) and 
to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your moſt ſincere friend and ſervant, . 


Philalethes. | 


A LETTER 


L E T T E R, . 


1 Sir, 


S a miniſter of the goſpel and Gdienitary of 
A the eftabliſhed church, you had certainly 
| a right to caution your flock againſt what- 
ever might appear to you erroneous or deluſive z and 
as you have thought proper to ſend abroad into the 
world, what you advanced from the pulpit, every 
individual muſt be allowed an equal right of examin- 
ing into the grounds of your cautions, and of deli- 
vering his ſentiments with the ſame freedom which 
you yourſelf have done, and then it muſt be left to 
the impartial reader to judge, to which ſide the charges 
of error and deluſion moſt properly belong. 

Think not, Sir, re would in the leaſt depreciate 
your juſt merit; as a writer who has ably defended 
the outward evidences of Chriſtianity, you have an 
indubitable claim to the reſpect and eſteem of all 
who are grieved to behold the ſad growth of Deiſm 
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1754 1 
and Infidelity in this day; but how far you have 
acted conſiſtently with your office and character as a 
divine of the church of England, either in preaching 
or publiſhing the diſcourſe in queſtion, what follows 


may perhaps determine. 


AS to the three or four firſt pages of your Sermon, 
the ſtricteſt regard to truth obliges me to call them 
nothing but meer froth and an empty flouriſh of 
words, which are plainly intended to throw duſt and 
prejudice into the eyes of the reader at his firſt ſet- 
ting out; but which might juſt as readily be brought 
in defence of a good cauſe, as of a bad one; or of 
a bad one, as of a good one. As it is not therefore 
declamation, but argument which I would attend to, 
I ſhall paſs them over in ſilence. 

It will be neceflary however before I enter upon 
the merits of your performance, juſt to obſerve, 
that it is but too uſual with writers who are engaged 


on controverſial ſubjects, to endeavour to caſt odium 
upon what they cannot confute, by grofly miſrepre- 
ſenting the doctrines of their opponents, and then 


charging thoſe doctrines with conſequences that have 
not the leaſt connection with them. Now however 
unfair this manner of proceeding may be, yet it 
readily goes down with the bulk of mankind, who 
are too apt to receive- their opinions upon the meer 
ip/e dixit of their teachers, and whilſt indeed they 
are gulled and deceived by falſe gloſſes and plauſible 
appearances, cry out in aſtoniſhment, How fine 
how excellent!—how unanſwerable!—How far, Sir, 
you have deſcended to this illiberal way of writing, 
ſhall be left to the impartial decifion of every candid 

| perſon 


ME 
perſon who ſhall take the trouble of peruſing the fol- 
lowing pages. 

YQU mill readily agree uicht me, Sir, and I ch 
you, that the only touchſtone of divine truth ſhould 
be the written word of God. This ward I doubt not 
you had read and conſidered with attention before you 
entered into the miniſtry ;, and that you allo firmly 
believed that all the fundamental truths of the ſcrip- 
tures were contained in the articles, homilies, and 
liturgy of the church of England, I cannot without 
a manifeſt breach of charity diſpute; otherwiſe you 
could not ſurely have conſcientiouſly ſubſcribed and 
given an open ſolemn declaration of your HEARTY [A] 
aſſent to them, as being ſtrictly agreeable to the word 
of God; which you muſt have done at deaſt ſix or ſe· 
ven times before you could attain your preſent rank 
and preferments in the church. And this your un- 
feigned belief of all and every one of the thirty- nine 
articles, muſt previous to your ordination, have been 
teſtified to the biſhop, under the hands of three or 
four clergymen; nor could you poſſibly have held any 
living, except that within two months after your in- 
duction you had publicly read all the thirty- nine ar- 
ticles, and again declared your UNFEIGNED , ASSENT 
thereto, in the church belonging to ſuch living, ang 
in default of ſuch declaration, the ſentence of depri- 
vation would have been immediately incurred. Be- 
ſides this, the fifth canon of the church, and the ſta- 
ture of the 13th of Eliz. ch. 12, do adjudge all 
perſons worthy, both of excommunication and de- 

privation, who ſhall dare to oppugn the {aid articles, 
[A] Ex animo. Vide can. 36. | 
or 


16 

or any part of the book of common prayer, or main- 
tain any doctrine contrary thereto; and ſuch offenders 
ſhall not be reſtored but by the archbiſhop upon their 
repentance, and revocation. of their wicked ertors. 

Vide canon vi. 13 Eliz. ch, 12. | 
All-theſe laws are farther inforced. by the royal de- 
claration prefixed to the ſaid articles of religion, which 
declaration, peremptorily forbids © every preacher 
and miniſter whatever, from putting his own ſenſe 
and comment upon any of the articles, or from 
drawing them aſide any way, and enjoins them to 
be taken in their plain, literal, grammatical ſenſe.” 
Nou it is moſt certain that our church, by re- 
quiring all theſe folemn teſts, ſubſcriptions, and de- 
clarations from her miniſters, and by denouncing 
ſuch ſevere puniſhments on every delinquent who 
ſhould be found offending againſt the ſame, did here- 
by ſuppoſe that ſhe had ſtrongly fortified herſelf againſt 
the encroachments of all heretics and innovators what- 
ever. Her pious reformers were well convinced 
that oaths and ſubſcriptions were things of a moſt aw. 
ful nature, and not to be trifled with by any man who 
believed there was a God unto whom all hearts are 
open, and from whom no ſecrets are hid. They cer- 
qainly concluded that the abandoned wretch who 
could betray. the friend of his boſom, the adulterer 
who ſhould prove falſe to the. affection of the beſt of 
wives, or even the hardened villain who could plunge 
his poiſoned dagger into the tender mother's breaſt, 


were objects leſs to be dreaded, than he who through - ' 


baſe and ſelf-intereſted views, ſhould ſwear to doctrines 
he never believed, and intrude himſelf into the church 
in 


* 
in order to ſuck her breaſts and prey upon her vitals. 
God grant, Sir, that ſuch aggravated guilt may never 
be laid to your charge or mine. aan 
THESE conſiderations being premiſed, the mat- 
ter of our enquiry is not ſo much whether the church 
and the ſcriptures accord together, as whether the 
doctor and the church are of accord. For my own 
part, I am fully perſuaded of the ſtrict harmony there 
is between the ſacred oracles of truth, and our arti- 
cles, homilies and liturgy; and that you are as fully 
perſuaded of this harmony every man muſt neceſſa- 
rily conclude, who has been witneſs to your own ſo- 
| lemn Ad repeated declarations that the book of com- 

mon- prayer, and the thirty nine-articles were entirely 
agreeable to the word of God. But whatever har- 
mony there may or may not be between the ſcriptures 
and the church of England, I fear there will not be 
found any great harmony between your profeſſions 
and your conduct. And if this be the caſe, we may 
well ſay with the famous Dr. South, That to be 
*© impugned from without, and betrayed from within, 
* 1s certainly the worſt condition that a church can fall 
66 into.“ "+ IG 7 1288 | 
YOU have made a very ingenuous confeſſion, Sir, 
that the ſermon which the reverend Mr. Romaine 


preached at St. Chad's church in the month of Septem- 


ber laſt, gave riſe to your diſcourſe; which it appears 
by the date was delivered the Sunday fortnight after 
Mr. Romeine's: and as you tell us in your preface 
that you forbear to mention the particular tenets and 
the raſh unguarded expreſſions at which you were of- 
tended, I will as ingenuouſly inform you, that what- 

ever 


e ©}. 
ever other excuſes may have been given for your dif. 
ke to that gentleman's ſermon, I doubt not but it 
was chiefly owing to his fo ſtrenuoufly maintaining 
and defending the Divinity and Godhead of our 
bleſſed Saviout, that you were ſo. much diſguſted ar 
it; my reaſons for this aſſertion are, 

Iſt, That as ſoon as ever you came into the veftry 
tet ſermon, you told Mr. Romaine with a diſcom- 
poſure of ſpirit, (which to ſay the leaſt, as ill became 
the houſe of God, as it was irreconcilable with your 
own proteſtations of candor, charity and forbear- 
ance BI), That your congregation was not uſed to 
 « ſuch dottrine, and you hoped would never hear ſuch 
<« again,” and you muſt do Mr. Romaine the juſtice to 
acknowledge that for his part he received the rebuke 
with the greateſt meekneſs and good manners, and 
only obſerved; © That it was neither a proper time 
“ nor place for diſputes.” 

. Hdly, I am led to ſuppoſe that the divinity of 30 
fus Chriſt was the great ſtone of offence at which you 
ſtumbled, from the diſcourſe on this ſubject which 
paſſed. between you and certain gentlemen in going 
from St. Chad's church to your own houſe, as well as 
from what paſſed in your own parlour . afterwards, 
when being preſſed hard by the articles, and hrurgy; 
and particularly with that expreſſion in our excellent 
communion ſervice, to be uſed on the feaſt of Tri- 
nity, That which we believe of the glory of rhe 
« Father, the ſame we believe of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, without any difference or inequality,“ 
you could no otherwiſe evade the force of the teſti- 


[BJ Pref. p. 6. 
monies 


derſtood now than at the time of the reformation? 


N. 
monies brought againſt you, but by ſaying, „ That 
the compilers of the articles and liturgy were on 
fallible men, and that divinity was much better un- 


You may remember, Sir, that hereupon the honeſty 
of your confeſſion was much commended, and had 
you in conſequence of your difapprobation of the 
doctrines of the church of England, immediately re- 
ſigned all the rich preferments which you hold by 
your ſubſcriptions to thoſe very doctrines, in that very 
church, the whole kingdom muſt have echoed with 
encomiums, upon your honeſt, vpright, _ difin- 
tereſted behaviour. 

IIIdly, I cannot help believing that you have a 
ſettled diflike to the trinitarian doctrines, not only 
becauſe (as I am credibly informed) the divinity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, has no place in any of your ſermons] 
but becauſe the Athanaſian creed is never read in 
your church, no not even at thoſe times when it is 
poſitively enjoined by the rubric to be read, by 
which means you have found a very eaſy method of 
accompliſhing the well known wiſh of the renowned 
Tillotſon [CJ, without the Newality of an * ao 
parliament, of of convocation. 

IVthly, But what puts this matter beyond: all dif: 
pute, is, that you have given it under your hand, 
that it is erroneous doctrine to maintain that Man 
* on account of his own inability to do any thing that 
4 is good, ſtands in need of a redeemer of ix IN TE 
A DIGNITY to atone for his fins, and in his own per- 


[en That the church were well rid of the Athanafian creed. 
B a ſon 


10 ] 

<« ſon to ſuffer the puniſhment due to them [D]. 
An aſſertion this, which I almoſt tremble to write, 
and which ſurely no Chriſtian can read without hor- 
Tor; as it at leaſt contains an indirect denial of thoſe 
three leading principles of our religion, original ſin, 
the divinity of Chriſt, and the atonement which he 
made when he himſelf bore our fins in his own body on 
the tree. 1 Pet. ii. 24. I ſhall however dwell no 
longer on this ſubject, but diſmiſs it with this ob- 
- ſervation; That though our legiſlators have in their 
wiſdom and care for tender conſciences, given an 
indulgence by the act of toleration to Proteſtant 
Diſſenters of every denomination, yet they have 
abſolutely refuſed this indulgence to all who deny 
the doctrine of a trinity in unity, or that any of the 
three perſons in this trinity are very and exernal 
God. And as a proof that they looked upon 
ſuch a denial to be the higheſt pitch of blaſphemy 
and prophaneneſs, it is enacted by the gth and 1oth 
of William III. which is expreſsly intitled An act for 
preventing the horrible crimes of blaſphemy and prophane- 
neſs, That Whoſoever ſhall deny any one of the 
<« three perſons in the trinity to be God, or ſhall deny 
in preaching or writing the doctrine of the bleſſed 
<« trinity as ſet forth in the thirty- nine articles, he ſhall 
« be incapable of holding any eccleſiaſtical office [E].“ 

I now 


[D] P. 28. 

IE] Notwithſtanding what Dr. Adams has alledged [P. 36. 
note] of che connivance of magiſtracy for a latitude of opinions 
in matters of faith, I defy him to prove that His principles now 
are or ever have been tolerated by law in any nation under hea- 


ven; but I can produce him examples without number, of the 
| abhor- 


(mJ 
I now paſs on to a more particular examination of 
what you are pleaſed to advance, concerning the 
means whereby true and falſe doctrines are to be 
diſcovered. 


abhorrence with which his tenets have always been received ever 
ſince the planting of Chriſtianity. And the learned Fuller, in 
his Church Hiſtory of Britain, gives us a recent inſlance of one 
Bartholomew Legate, who in the reign of james I. an. 1611. 
was condemned to death, and burnt in London, as an incorri- 
gible heretic, for affirming that the Nicene and Athanaſian creeds 
contain not a profeſſion of the true Chriſtian faith—That there 
are no perſons in the Godhead—That Chriſt was not God from 
everlaſting—That the world was not made by Chriſt—Thar 
Chriſt was not God, otherwiſe than an anointed n 
Chriſt was not equal with God. 

Theſe were ſome of Legate's tenets, with which (ſaith Fuller) 
he abuſed the Word of God, by oppoſing God the Word. As to 
his life, the hiſtorian adds that it was very unblameable, to which 
ke adjoins this remark, ** 'That the poiſon of heretical doctrine 
is never more dangerous, than when ſerved up in clean cups 
« and waſhed diſhes.” Church Hiſt, book 10. cent 17. 

One of the principal texts wherewith the biſhop of London 
utterly gravelled this enormous heretic was, that of John xvii. 5. 
And new O Father, glorify thou me with thine own ſelf, with 
the glory which I had with thee before the world was. Ibid. 

Mr. Strype in his annals of the Reformation, during the firſt. 
twelve years of queen Eliz. tells us that the biſhops adviſed, that. 
« incorrigible Arians, Pelagians, or Free-will men, be ſent into 
« ſome one caſtle, in North-Wales, or Wallingford; and there 
te to live on their own labour and exerciſe, and none to reſort 
* to them but their keepers, until they repent of thęix errors.“ 

Let it be obſerved that I do not mention theſe examples by 
way of approbation of the ſeverity exerciſed on the delinquents, 
but ts ſhew that the doQrines contained in Dr. Adams's ſermon 
bave always been deemed worthy of public cenſure. 


A AND 
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AND here I muſt obſerve that you ſet out with a 
fundamental miſtake, in ſuppoſing, that man wants 
no affiſtance but the excerciſe of his own reaſon to find 
out the nature and attributes of God [E]. No if 
this were the caſe, what need of that important queſ- 
tion in the book of Job, Canſt thou by ſearching find 
out the Almighty? or to what purpoſe hath an apoſtle 
left it on record, that the world by wiſdom knew not 
_ God, whilſt our Lord affirms, that no man knoweth 
the Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son will 
reveal him? Nay, if it were a truth that man by the 
Exerciſe of his reaſoning faculties could attain any 
kaowledge of the nature and attributes of God, then 
God muſt not only be diveſted of his eſſential nature, 
but be without one of his moſt diſtinguiſhing attri- 
butes, viz. bis incomprebenſibleneſs. It is therefore a 
moſt preſumptuous aſſertion, to affirm that we ought 
to form our ideas of God from our on notions of 
his nature and attributes, and then to interpret his 
word agreeable to thoſe notions. On the contrary, 
we ought to form our ideas of God, wholly and in- 
tirely from what is revealed of him. by his own uner- 
ring Spirit in his own written word, and howſoever 
this word may at any time ſpeak contrary to what 
would be the natural conceptions of our reaſon, here 
reaſon muſt ſtoop to the word, and not the word to 
reaſon [F]. 

And 
LE] P. 15 39. 
[F]Do&-r Adams Ip. 40. I has the following paragraph, which! 


tranicribe at large, that the reader may be better able to form 
what judgment he can of his meaning. 


« Let 


( 13 ] 

And truly what an unſafe guide reaſon is in mat. 
ters divine and ſpiritual, and conſequently of the na- 
ture and attributes of God, (for God is a Spirit), muſt 
be very evident to all who will ſubmit to the apoſtle's 
determination, that“ The natural man receiveth 
« not the things of the ſpirit of God, neither can he 
« know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 
But thus to ſet up reaſon in the throne, is abſolutely 
to deny the fall of man, and to make the illumina- 
tion of the eternal Spirit utterly needleſs; and there- 
fore we ſhall generally find that thoſe gentlemen who 
are adyocates for the reaſoning powers of man in the 
diſcernment of ſpiritual things, do for the moſt part 
cordially embrace the whole Pelagian ſyſtem, and by 
making no manner of diſtinction between reaſon ſince 
the fall, and reaſon in the ſtate of innocence, do 


Let us ever interpret the more difficult paſſages of ſcripture 
* by thoſe that are clear and evident, remembering that what is 
<« neceſſary to all, muſt be level to the capacities of all. Let us 
« not wreſt theſe into articles of faith, or with this obſcure light 
nin our hands, preſume to enter into the counſels and decrees 
« of providence and matters of ſpeculation, which are too high 
 @& for us.” 

The whole paſſage is certainly very confuſed, and intricated; 
it is therefore poſſible that I may miſtake the Doctor's deſign, 
however, it appears to me that by this ob/cure ligbt he means he 
Scripture; and yet the aſſertion appears ſo horrible from a Chriſtian 
Divine, that though I cannot otherwiſe make any ſenſe of what 
he has advanced, I am very deſirous he ſhould further explain 
himſelf to the ſatisfaction of his readers. If by this obſcure light, 
the ſcripture really be meant, then we cannot be ſurpriſed at the 
Doctor's great ſkill in theology, fince he has two lights to walk 
by, viz. the bright light of nature or human reaſon, and the ol- 
feure light of God's word. | 

thereby 
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thereby ſuperſede the neceſſity of all divine light to 
remove the natural darkneſs of the underſtanding, 
and too often treat the whole doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit's influence and inſpiration G], as nothing elſe 
but the fancy of a deluded ſect, or the effect of a diſ- 
tempered brain. 

I may yet farther add, that by making reaſon the 
ſupreme judge of divine truths, we in a manner make 
void the very end of all revelation whatever; for if 
we are determined to receive nothing upon God's own 
authority, till we haye tried it at the bar of this great 
Diana; then notwithſtanding the manifeſtations he 
hath given of himſelf, with the bible in our hands, 
and with all our reaſon in our heads, we are not likely 
to have any clearer knowledge of him than what the 
philoſophy of Greece and Rome could furniſh us with, 
And in fact, we find, that all the fundamental truths 
of the goſpel, are either totally exploded, or elſe 
explained into nothing by perſons of this reaſoning 
character.— Vet how incapable unenlightened reaſons 
is to form any judgment of the nature and attributes 
of God, or to decide what is fit and meet for him to 
do, whoſe ways are not as our ways, and whoſe thoughts, 
are not as our thoughts, may be farther gathered from 
ſome plain inſtances taken out of the ſcriptures of 


[G] In the collect for the fifth Sunday after Eaſter, our church 
teaches us to pray. O Lord, from whom all good things do 
eome; grant to us thy humble ſervants, that by thy holy ix si- 
RATION we may think thoſe things that be good. 

So alſo in the colle& in the communion ſervice, Cleanſe the 
thoughts of our hearts by the 1NSP{RATION OF THY HOLY 
SPIRIT. 
; truth, 
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truth, where if reaſon had been left to determine the 
matter, ſhe would immediately have given her vote 
and verdict in direct oppoſition to what the infinite 
wiſdom of God hath thought fit to appoint, and to 
leave upon record as his dealings with the children 
of men.—For example,. Would reaſon ever have 
confined the knowlege of the true God for ſo many 
hundred years to ſo ſmall a ſpot of the globe as the 
land of Judea?—Would reaſon ever have thought it 
a command worthy of God that the Iſraelites ſhould 
deſtroy whole nations before them, ſparing neither 
aged nor ſuckling; and that before they came out of 
Egypt they ſhould borrow the jewels and riches of 
their neighbours to carry them off as ſpoil and 
booty [H]?—Would reaſon ever have concluded 
that the judge of all the earth did right to harden 
Pharoah's heart that he would not let the people go, 
and then to pour out all his plagues upon him for de- 
taining them, yea and to declare that he had raiſed 
him up for this very purpoſe, that he might ſhew his 
power in him and that his name might be declared 
throughout the earth [I] ?——Would reaſon ever 
have eſteemed it a matter of equity that Jacob 
ſhould inherit the bleſſing inſtead of his elder brother 
Eſau, eſpecially if reaſon be left to judge of the means 
by which he obtained it K]? Would reaſon ever have 
thought that the royal line and holy ſeed ſnould have 
deen continued through the adulterous commerce 
of David with Bathſheba [L]? Would reaſon have 

[H] Exod. xii. 35, 36. [II Exod. ix. 12. Rom. ix. 17. 
[K] Gen. xvii. 6, 7, 8, &c. [LI 2 Sam. xii. 24. 

ſmote 
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ſmote Uzzah for his honeſt intention of ſupporting 
the tottering ark [M]?—Would reaſon have deſtroy. 
ed the man of God for returning to eat bread and 
drink water at the houſe of the prophet 1n Bethel, 
when he thought he was ſimply obeying the voice of 
the Lord by ſo doing [N]?—Would reaſon ever have 
conceived, that it was conſiſtent with the nature and 
attributes of an all-merciful God, to ſend out a lion 
to ſlay the man, who (only from a principle of tender- 
neſs, ſo far as it appears) refuſed to ſmite one of the 
ſons of the prophets [O]? Would reaſon ever have 
juſtified Eliſha for-curſing little children in the name 
of the Lord, only for ſaying unto him go up thou 
baldhead, go up thou baldhead ? Or would reaſon 
have juſtified the Lord himſelf for ſending two bears 
out of the wood to tear forty-two of them in pieces P]? 

What can reaſon think of the bloody rite of cir- 
cumciſion, the offering of Iſaac, and all the various 
types and inſtitutions of the ceremonial law ? Why, 
we ſee that reaſon rejects them as ridiculous and un- 
worthy of God, and hence ſo many wile free-think- 
ers, or free-inquirers as they now call themſelves. 

But this is not all ——Reaſon cannot ſee how 
three eternal, coequal perſons can ſubſiſt in one di- 
vine eſſence, —hence ſo many Arians [Q]. Reaſon 
cannot ſee how guilt and corruption ſnould be derived 
from our firſt parent Adam, — hence ſo many Pela- 
gians [R]. — Reaſon cannot ſee how God ſhould be- 


IM] 2 Sam. vi. 6, 7. [N] 1 Kings xiii. 24. 

[O] 1 Kings xx. 35, 36. [P] 2 Kings ii. 23, 24- 

[Q] See the Appendix. [R] See the Appendix. 
come. 
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come incarnate and make atonement for ſin, hence {6 


many Socinians S]. Reaſon cannot ſee why free- - | 


grace ſhould have all the glory, and man's free-will 
have nothing to do in the work of ſalvation,—hence 
ſo many Arminians [T]. Yet each of theſe muſt 
have their fling at the articles of our excellent church; 
each muſt have Chriſtianity diſembaraſſed from what 
they cannot reconcile to their own preconceived opini- 
ons, and nothing muſt paſs for RATIONAL RELIGION, ex- 
cept what their wiſdom pronounces fit and right for 
God to do. But if we remove the objections of all 
theſe wiſe reaſoning gentlemen, I fear that we poor 
credulous enthuſiaſts, who profeſs to believe every 
jot of God's word, ſimply upon the authority of its 
infallible author, ſhall have a very ſmall portion of 
ſcripture left for the exerciſe of our faith; and I am 
ſure the apoſtle Paul might have ſaved himſelf the 
trouble of declaring that © Whoſoever will be wile, 
muſt become a fool,” (1. e. in man's account.) Nor 
could our Saviour himſelf with any propriety have 
ſaid, „I thank thee, O Father, lord of heaven and 
« earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
« wiſe and prudent and haſt revealed them unto 
« babes {U}.” I ſhall only add that however the 
plain declarations of God may be cavilled at as my- 
ſterious by ſome, and full of abſurdities by others, 
yet theſe very myſteries ans abſurdities (as they are 
deemed) are to the true Chriſtian an inconteſtible 
proof of the divine original of the ſcriptures ; for 


[S] See the Appendix. [T] See the Appendix. 
[U] Matt. xi. 25. 
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had human reaſon and wiſdom undertaken to have 
impoſed upon the world in framing a religion, they 
. would have freed it from all thoſe clogs and impe. 
diments, which now cauſe it to be a ſtone of ſtum- 
bling and rock of offence to ſo many great and learned 
ones of the earth. 

THE very fame rectitude which you ſuppoſe to be 
in the underſtanding or reaſoning powers of man, 
you conclude to be in the will and affections; the 
former of which throughout your whole diſcourſe 
you ſuppoſe to be in a ſtate of abſolute freedom as 
to the choice of good or evil: and the latter to be at 
leaſt as inclineable to exerciſe themſelves in the love 
and purſuit of heavenly, as of earthly objects. Nay, 
you even propound the queſtion with a fort of trium- 
phal challenge, Is the love of God and our neigh- 
« bour unnatural to the mind of man [X] ?” 

Now ] beſeech you, Sir, to tell me from your own 
views of theſe leading faculties of the ſoul, the un- 
derſtanding, will, and affections, where is the diffe- 
rence between man before, and man after the fall of 
Adam? Why truly none at all. His reaſon is as ca- 
pable of diſcerning ſpiritual things, his will as free 
to chooſe them, and his affections as much ſet upon 
the love of them, as Adam's were in the ſtate of pa- 
radiſe [T]. | 
T his 

IXI Page 25. | 
IV] That the Doctor believes neither ſpiritual nor eternal death 
to have been the effect of Adam's ſin is moſt clear, by his affirm- 
| Ing that ol v by the firſt man's diſobedience all men became 
« mortal.” But if this were ſo, then the ſentence which God 
pronounced was never inflicted, for God ſaith, & In THE DAN 


thou _ 
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This then is the ſyſtem of Doctor Adams as a man 
of reaſon; but how agrees it with the plain declara- 
| tions 
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ce thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die Ca“. Whereas Adam 
lived above nine hundred years aſter the words were ſpoken. But 
Satan ſaid, Thou ſhalt not ſurely die.” 1. e. In the day thou 
eateſt thereof; (otherwiſe it is no anſwer to what God had ſaid 
before,) ſo that if we admit the Doctor's reafoning concerning 
the death here mentioned, being only the death of the body, then 
Satan muſt have told the truth, and God himſelf have been found 
a liar— The caſe then ſtands thus, God faith, In the day that 
« thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die.” Satan ſaith, * Thou 
« ſhalt not ſurely die,” (in that day,) but in Tas Dax ye eat 4 
thereof your eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall be as Gods, now- 4 
ing good and evil, Whether the Doctor ſpeaks the language of | 
God or of Satan in this point, let his own ſermon deter- 
mine.—l cloſe this note with obſerving that Dr. Adams explana- 
tion of that important paſſage. * By one man's diſobedience, 
% many were made finners,” (which from Dr. Taylor, he inter- 
prets, were made mortal, or made ſufferers) is as contrary to com- 
mon ſenſe as it 1s to ſcripture, for the Greek word for finners 
(auaglwnu) is the very ſame here, as in the epiſtle of Paul to Ti- 
mothy, where it is faid that 77% Chriſt came into the vorld to ſave 
fixners., Now ſuppoſe that according to the Doctor's trained 
ſenſe of the paſſage in Rom. v. 19. we were to read, This is # 
« faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeu Chriſt 
© came into the world to ſave SUFFERERS, or all men that became 
«<6 mortal, what egregious nonſenſe would this be? and yet we 
may as well make the text in 1 Tim. i. 15. ſpeak this language, 
as that in Rom, v. 19. But further, I beg leave to animadvert a 
little upon the improper and inconcluſive manner, in-which the 
Dr. expounds this ſcripture. * Its only meaning is,“ you have 
his own words, That, as by the firſt man's diſobedience al] 
men became mortal, ſo, by the obedience of Chriſt, the weight 
* of this ſentence is removed, and all are. reſtored to life again“ 
To what kind of life? doubtleſs that forfeited and loſt by the 


(a. Gen, ii, 17. 
CD” firſt 


| 


[E] John i. x11. [F] James i. 18. 
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tions of God's word, viz. That man is dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins [Z J. That there is none righteous, 
no not one [A]. — That all the imaginations of man's 
heart are only evil continually, and that in him dwel- 
leth no good thing [B]. That his underſtanding is 
darkened, alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in him, becauſe of the blindneſs of 
his heart [CJ.— That it is not of him that willeth nor 
of him that runneth {D}, that the heirs of promiſe 
are not born of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God [E], who of his own will begat 
them with the word of truth [F], and worketh in 
them both to will and to do, having predeſtinated 
them by Jeſus Chriſt unto himſelf, according to the 
good pleaſure of his will [G]. That the Son quick- 
eneth whom he will HJ. That we have not choſen 
Chriſt, but he hath choſen us [I]. That no man can 
come unto Chriſt except the Father draw him KJ. 
That of ourſelves we are without ſtrength [L] and 


firſt man's diſobedience muſt be here meant: otherwiſe the parallel 
in the manner 1t 1s propoſed will not hold, 1s unjuſt, and falls to 
the ground. He will not affert that all or any are reſtored by 
Chriſt's obedience from natural death, to natural life again. Yet 
to this abſurdity is he reduced; unleis he grants that ſpiritual and 
eternal death are to be underſtood in the former part of the anti- 
theſis, as well as ſpiritual and eternal life in the latter. But what 
inconſiſtencies will not men run into, ſooner than give up favou- 
rite notions which encourage that ſpirit of independency fo deeply 
rooted in the heart of every fallen ſon of Adam, 

[Z] Eph. ii. 1. [A] Rom. iii. 10, &. [B] Gen. vi. 5. 
Rom. vii. 16. [C] Eph. iv. 18. [D] Rom. ix. 16. 
[G] Phil. iii. 13. 
Eph. i. 5. [H] John v. 21. III John xv. 16. 
{K] John vi. 44. IL] Rom. v. 6. 

can 
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can do nothing, no not ſo much as think a good 
thought{M]. 

Now what torturing, twiſting,” and wire drawing 
mult theſe ſcriptures undergo, before they can be 
brought to harmonize with your notions of man's na- 
tural excellencies and free will ? And if we examine 
the ſentiments of the church of England in theſe 
points, we ſhall immediately find that ſhe bears her 
teſtimony as much againſt you as the word of God 
does. In her ninth article of original or birth fin, ſhe 
expreſsly declares, that Man is very far [Z] gone 
« from original righteouſneſs, and is of his own na- 
« ture inclined to evil, ſo that the fleſh luſteth always 
contrary to the ſpirit; and therefore in every per- 
« ſon born into this world it deſerveth God's wrath 
« and damnation.” Her tenth article, intitled the 
article of Free will as peremptorily affirms, that The 
condition of man after the fall of Adam, is ſuch, 
that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own 
natural ſtrength, and good works to faith and call- 
ing upon God: wherefore we have no power to do 
good works, pleaſant and acceptable to God, with- 
out the grace of God by Chriſt preventing us that 
* we may have a good will, and working with us 
* when we have that good will. Her liturgy and 
collects from beginning to end ſpeak the ſanie lan- 
guage. In them we acknowledge that ALL HOLY 
DESIRES as well as all juſt works proceed from God. — 
That through the weakneſs of our mortal nature we 
can do vo coop THING. That we have wo rower of _ 


IM] John xv. v. 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
IN] 2uam longiſime. As far as poſſible. 
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urſclves to help ourſelves.—That we cannot do ANY 
THING that 1s good, and therefore lean only on the 
hope of heavenly grace. That it is God by his ſpe- 
cial grace preventing us, who puts. into our minds 
good defires, and enables us to bring the ſame to good 
effect. The homilies of our church are, if poſſi- 
ble, ftronger on theſe points than the articles and li- 
rurgy, but to avoid prolixity I decline making any 
quotations from them in this place; and conclude 
this head with obſerving, that though our reformers 
denied the freedom of the will in ſpiritual. things, 
they did not on that account make man a- meer ma- 
chine, but whilſt they gave all the glory of his ſalva- 
tion to God alone, they ſuppoſed that there was no 
violence at all offered to the will, which ſtill acted 
freely under the renewing influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit, both chuſing and refuſing according to the objects 
ſet before it. 

To explain this by a familiar illuſtration II it 
be ſuppoſed that Dr. Adams had the offer of a biſnop- 
ric. Now although there would be no compulſion 
made uſe of to force him to accept this biſhopric, 
nevertheleſs the deſire of ſaving ſouls, or ſome other 
motive, would no doubt weigh ſo powerfully with 
the Doctor, that he might eaſily be perſuaded to ſub- 
mit to the ceremony of inſtallation: yet all this while 
there would be no infringement of the freedom of 
his will, which would be compleatly won over by the 
ſweetly attractive power of the biſhopric, and the 
hopes of guarding the dioceſs from the poiſonous 
doctrines of enthuſiaſtic teachers. 


Still 
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Still you fay, p. 24. © Let me aſk, if we have not 
« the power of doing good, have we the power of 
doing evil? But. this power cannot be without the 
« other.” What reaſoning is this for the great 
champion of all reaſoners. You might as well have 
aſked, whether a ſtone has not the property of 
ſwimming, becauſe it has that of finking : and then 
fay that the one cannot be without the other; for the 
heart of man as naturally follows its own corrupt bias, 
as a ſtone ſinks when thrown into the water. 

But I believe, Sir, you have a ſmattering of phi- 

loſophy, for if I miftake not I once heard you preach 
a ſermon at St. Chad's, in which you ſpoke of the 
SPECIFIC GRAVITY of bodies; then, Sir, you know 
that it is a received maxim in natural philoſophy, that 
all material bodies, whether {till or in motion, endea- 
yor to keep the ſtate they are in, and do keep that 
ſtate till acted upon ab extra, by ſome ſuperior force 
or principle; juſt fo it is in ſpirituals; the apoſtate heart 
of man can no more ſwerve from its univerſal law 
of NATURAL PROPENSITY TO EVIL P]; till influenced 

by the almighty power of God, than matrer can ceaſe 
to obey its own laws of gravitation, attraction, impul- 
ſton, &c. As this a word in your own. way, I 
hope it wilLbe the more concluſive. 

Pass we on now to a more particular conſidera- 
tion of what you have advanced (p. 15.) where · in 
laying down your teſt of true and falſe doctrines you 
ſay, „If we are told that the law of God is fo pure 


[P] This is the Doctor's own expreſſion, and it ſeems as if be 
had introduced it into his ſermon, only to ſhew how often he could 
contradict it. 


« and 


1241 

« and perfect, that we cannot with our beſt endea- 
vours equal it in practice, but muſt in very many 
& inſtances fall ſhort of it? and at the ſame time that 
e nothing but univerſal and unremitted obedience 
e will be accepted at his hands; that the leaſt fins 
« of the leaſt of his creatures, are of infinite guilt in 
his ſight; that no amends can be made, or pardon 
« obtained for any ſins that are paſt, by repentance 
« and a better obedience for the future; that God 
has no mercy but in conſequence of the mediation 
< and interceſſion of Chriſt : this is plainly repreſent- 
« ing God as an hard taſk-maiter, &c. &c.“ 
And are theſe, Sir, your real ſentiments concern- 
ing the law of God; that law which is holy, juſt and 
good; that law which is the tranſcript of the divine 
will and perfections, and is as unchangeable as its 
glorious author? can you really think that this law 
will ſtoop to the weakneſs and infirmity of a poor 
corrupted creature, and accept a fincere obedience 
inſtead of a perfect one? If this were the caſe, then 
furely among a whole world of beings to whom you 
believe the love of God and of our neighbour to be 
ſo natural, ſome, yea many might be found, who 
could put in their claim to eternal life upon the terms 
of the law, and conſequently would ſtand in no need 
at all of a redeemer. And that this is plainly your 
belief, may be ſeen from thoſe EXE TION ABLE paſ- 
ſages (as you ſtile them) in Mr. Romaine's ſermon, 
which I ſhall quote in your own words. | © God bath. 
« mo mercy but througb Chriſt the redeemer.—God 
« bath no mercy but in conſequence of the mediation aud 
« interceſſion of Chriſt. Now for a miniſter of Jeſus 

| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, à proteſtant divine, a * of: divinity of 
the church of England, to cull theſe expreſſions out 
of a ſermon, on purpoſe to declare his abhorrence of 
the doctrine they contain, aſtoniſttes me to ſuch x 
degree, that though your book lies open before me, 
I can hardly credit my own eyes. What, Sir, do 
you really call it ſtrange doctrine, exceptionable doc- 
trine, That God can ſhew no mercy but through 
« Chriſt the redeemer? So ſaith Dr. Adams; but 
what faith the ſoripture? There is no other name 
under heaven by which we can be ſaved but ONLY 
that of Jeſus Chriſt [Q]. Other foundation can no 
man lay, than that which is laid, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt [R].—Without-ſhedding of 0 there i. is no 
remiſſion of fins |S}. N 
Again, what ſaith the church of England? Theſs 
are her own words. Art. 18. [T] The title of 
which is, Of obtaining eternal ſalvation ONLY. by 
«* the name of Cbhriſt.“ They allo are to be had ac- 
« curſed who preſume to ſay, that every man ſhall 
ebe ſaved by the law or {e& which he profeſſeth 
“ ſo that he be diligent to frame his life according 
to that law and the light of nature; for holy ſcrip- 
« ture doth ſet out unto us ONLY the name of Je- 
1 ſus Chrift, whereby men mult be ſaved Ui. fo 
Since 


19 Acts iv. 12. [R] 1 Cor. iii. 11. [S] Heb. ix. 22. 
IT] This article in its plain, literal, grammatical ſenſe, by no 
means excludes the whole heathen world from ſalvation, but only 
affirms that none are ſaved but in and through Jeſus Chriſt. 

[U] The DoRor by way of vindicating the mercy of God, has 
dreadfully obſcured the glory of that finiſhed ſalvation, which is 
in Chriſt Jeſas : for (p. 16, 17) he ſays, that Even for greater 

D « crime: 
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Since then in direct oppoſition to feripture and the 
church of England, you have ſo fully given it as an 

<< erimes upon our ſincere repentance and amendment we ſhall 
<< be forgiven, and in ſome degree reſtored to favour.” That 
expreſſion {in s0ME DEGREE) at leaſt implies that if we have 
been great ſinners, we ſhall not be 1x TIR EL A reſtored to favour; 
But for the infirmities of nature, the righteouſneſs of God, as 
governour of the world, will make merciful allowances, &c.” O 
foothing ſong to the pride of man, ſuch doctrine can never want 
admirers. But in all this-there is not one word about Chriſt. 
Pardon is to be obtained and peace made with God, but all is to 
reſt upon our repentance and amendment. And in the whole of 
God's dealing with us, it is more os leſs merit or demerit in the 
ſabjeR, and not at all in conſideration of the full atonement made 
for fin, that any are forgiven and reſtored to favour.—But give 
me leave to ſay, Sir, that the greateſt ſinners that ever breathed, 
ſingers in whom every crime is centered, may have as full, a; 
free, as perfect a pardon through Chriſt, and ſtand as high in the 
favor of God, as the moſt exalted ſaint that ever lived. God views 
them as they are in his Son, with whom he is always well 
pleaſed. He looks not at leſs or greater degrees of guilt, he 
loves his people, not for their own ſakes, but for the ſake of him 
in whom they are always compleat, And therefore he gives the 
freeſ invitations to the very vileſt of ſinners, Come now, and let 
us reaſon together, though your fins be as ſcarlet they ſhall be white 
as ſnow, thuugh they be red like crimſon they ſhall be as co. The 
ſcripture abounds with examples of this abſolute and free pardon 
to great as well as (what you would call) Artie ſinners. Particu- 
larly in the caſe of the phariſee and publican, and of the two 
debtors, who owed the one five hundred, and the other fifty 
pence. The former of which debtors was as FRANKLY for- 
given as the latter. And it muſt be obſerved, that our 
Lord brought this very inſtance to Simon the phariſee in whoſe 
bouſe he was, becauſe Simon was comparing his own little fins, 
with the enormous ones of the poor woman, who waſhed our 
Lord's feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her 
head. But what if our Lord, inſtead of ſaying vo whom much ts 
| Fergi ven 
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article of your faith, that God can ſhew merey to 
finners without the mediation and interceſſion of 
Chrift, I am the leſs ſurprized to find you joining 
hands with, the church of Rome in eſtabliſhing that 
long exploded doctrine among all ſound Proteſtants, 
(viz.) the diſtinction between great and little, venial 
and mortal fins. When the redemption of Chriſt is 
made fo light of, it is the moſt prudent way to make 
as light of. fin as we can; and therefore I don't ſo 
much wonder that Mr. Romaine's aſſertion that © there 
are no little fins,” ſhould have given you ſo much 
offence. Nat that Mr. Romaine meant to alledge 
that ſome, fins were not more heinous. or aggravated 
than other ſins; or that there were not degrees of 
puniſhment in another world for thoſe who had run 


forgiven, the ſame loveth much, had ſaid, © the infirmities of this 
« phariſee I readily make an allowance for, and he now ſtands 
« high in my eſteem ; and you alſo, O vile woman, I do in fome 
i degree, though not quite, reſtore to my favour ;” he would then 
have ſpoken the language of Dr. Adams's goſpel; though not mich 
to the relief of the poor woman's conſcience.— I have no other re- 
mark to make on this head, than to expreſs my aſtoniſhment how 
the Doctor after having thus limited the mercies of God, and 
preached deſpair to his congregation, ſhould aſk the following 
queſtion, ** Who then ſhall tell us, that God hath forgotten to be 
gracious, or that he hath ſhut up his loving kindnefs in difplea- 
fure?®” indeed, Sir, you yourſelf have told us tantamount, or at 
leaſt opened a door for the Romiſh doctrine of a fate of purgatory, 
in which ſouls who are only id so DEGREE, though not quite 
reſtored to favour, are to undergo a longer or ſhorter ſeaſon of 
purification by fire, in proportion as their fins have been more or 
leſs aggravated. Nay, even the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
inaſmuch as he ſtiles himſelf the chief [7ga15;] the firſt of n 
muſt have had his ſhare in this purgatorial element. 


— greater 
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greater lengths in wickedneſs than others, and died 
in their impenitency: but that no ſin could be called 
Fittle before the infinite holineſs of God, all and every 
ſin being a tranſgreſſion of that law whoſe language is, 
the wages of fin is death. —He that keepeth the 
eobole law, and yet offendeth in one point, be is guilty of 
all. Cxrſed is every one wwho continueth not in all 
things hich are written in the book of the law to do 
#bem, - Now; Sir, can that be called a little matter 
which not only deſerves, but actually incurs the eter- 
nal curſe of God upon body and foul for ever? Surely 
to think or call any fin little in this ſenſe, muſt indeed 
argue that we have /7/e thoughts of God, and that 
weeſteem him even ſuch an one as ourſelves. Beſides 
which, there cannot be a more effectual way to open 
the floodgates of licentiouſneſs than by talking of 
Rille fins: For where is the man that will not imme- 
diately rank his own boſom idols among thoſe little 
ns, and when he has indulged himſelf in them as 
long as he judges convenient, will make no doubt 
but a merciful God will readily overlook ſuch trifling 
infirmities [X]. 
Had Mr. Romaine even faid that a wanton glance 
was adultery, or an angry word, murder, he would 
have had the ſanction of our Lord himſelf for the al- 
ſertion; and yet I fear we have too many phariſaical 
interpreters of the law in this day who make very - 
th account of ſuch fins of the heart, Provided the 
putſide be fair and decent, 
But 


[X] Our divine poet Milton * of opinion, that it was by a 
ſtratagem of this ſort that the ſerpent deceived Eve, and therefore 
he introduces him as thus accoſting her, 
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But as you have been ſo much offended} at the ex- 
preſſion that . God has no mercy but through Chriſt the 
redeemer; be pleaſed to tell us in hat other way he 
can or will ſhew mercy to ſinners, If it be not through 
the goſpel, it muſt be through the law; and if by 
the law, then Chriſt, is dead in vain.—Irt is certain 
there were never from all eternity to this moment 
any other diſpenſations than theſe two. It muſt 
therefore be either of faith or of works. And yet (I 
am ſorry to ſay it) you have ſo jumbled and confuſed 
theſe together, ſometimes aſcribing ſalvation wholly 
to. the works of the law, and talking of our being 
able to make God amends and obtain pardon for paſt- 
ſins by repentance and better obedience; at other 
times making ſome mention of the merits of Chriſt, 
(and once even vouchſafing to uſe the word atonement,) 
that 1t 1s very difficult to purſue you through all the 
various windings of your labyrinth, or even to gueſs - 
what plan you mean to adopt. You ſay and unſay, 


Will God incenſe his ire, 
For ſuch a petty treſpaſs ? 


And it was well obſerved by a very learned and pious writer 
of our church, that there can be no better proof that any doctrine 
is of divine original than when it debaſes man, exalts Chriſt, and 
promotes holineſs —— Conſequently that doQrine which exalts 
man, debaſes Chriſt, and does not promote holineſs, muſt have 
its riſe from another. ſource, even out of the bottomleſs pit. Now 
whether the Doctor by exalting ſo highly the natural powers of 
man; ſpeaking ſo very lowly of Chriſt, as to abhor the thought 
of there being no mercy, but through his interceſſion; and by 
being ſo zealous to eſtabliſh the notion of /iztle fiat; has proved 
that his doctrine is from above, or ab infra, mult be left to others 
to fudge: 947-09 7% bale 
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advance and contradict; and not unfrequenly amuſe 
yourſelf in pelting at men of TT which Ou own 
A fet up {Y]. - 
| But 


* TY] Among the various examples of this ſort in the Doctor's 
ermon, I mention only the following, p. 31, © Conſigning all 
& without diſtinction, young and old, infant and ſuckling to the 
e puniſhments of the next world, for no other crime but that of 
being born in this.” — This is an artful evaſion of the doctrine 
of original fin, and contains a moſt notorious ſlander into the 
bargain. It is certainly the doctrine of ſcripture and of our own 
church, that all men are conceived and born in fin, and are by 
nature children of wrath, and that this corruption of nature 4 
ferveth God's wrath and damnation, and this the Doctor has con- 
feſſed again and again, not only when he ſubſcribed the articles, 
but whenever he baptized an infant. But that any perſons are 
or can be guilty of any crime only for being born into the world, 
or that this was ever aſſerted by thoſe called Methodiſts, is utterly 
without foundation; and for my own. part, I have ever main- 
tained that all children whether baptized or unbaptized, who die 
before the commiſſion of actual fin, are undoubtedly ſaved . 
Chriſt. 
Again, The doctor "Si p. 37» © Bydecrying the uſe and ne- 
« ceflity of good works, making the obedience of Chriſt ſtand 
«« for the obedience of Chriſtians, and placing religion in faith 
«© and opinion, they relax the obligations of duty, flatter the fin- 
ner with falſe hopes of pardon, without reforming and amend- 
« ing his life, put a maſk into the hands of hypocriſy, and open 
a door to licentiouſneſs.“ 
Now this is begging the queſtion, and nothing better than 
meer brutum fulmen.— But before you lay theſe tenets at the door 
of any man whatever, you ought to have ſome proof of your 
charge. Be it therefore known unto you, Sir, that the neceſſity 
of reformation and of good works, is not decryed as you inſinuate: 
on the contrary (though it would be the higheſt arrogance to give 
them any place in procuring acceptance with God) they are firmly 
eſtabliſhed upon the only ſure foundation, namely, faith in Chi. 
and love to God. 
n Again, 
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But ſurely, Sir, if you had duly conſidered, the 
nature, extent, and ſpirituality of the law, we ſhould 
never have heard your propoling repeatance and fu- 
ture obedience (however neceſſary in their proper 
place) by way of making amends for fins that are 
pait, For we are all debtors to fulfil the law of God, 
and therefore the queſtion is not, how far we have 
kept it, but whether we have anſwered all its demands. 
Not how many breaches of it we have been guilty of, 
or whether we repent of thoſe breaches, but whether 
we have broken it at all. The law cannot abate of 
its demands, however we have loſt our power to ful 
fil it, and if inftead of flying to him who batb re- 
deemed us from the curſe of the lat, being made a curſe 
for us [Zi, we think to make God amends by repent- 
ance and better. obedience for the future, the law 
like a mercileſs creditor will ſhew us no favour; our 
former tranſgreſſions of it ſtil] ſtand out againſt us; 


| * 

P. 20. It will be ſaid that faith is the ſubſtitute of good works, 
&« and the only ſtipulated condition of acceptance with God. 
I know no- body that ever ſaid any ſuch thing; but faith receives 
Chriſt, and with him, love to God and to his commandments. 

Again, p. 30. Whatever doQtrines diſpenſe with the practice, 
or may be applied to evade the force of the goſpel precepts ; 
whatever doctrines looſen the obligations of duty, ſpeak peace 
to the ſinner, or flatter him in his fins, theſe cannot be of God.” 

Agreed. Let us then beware of that doctrine which calls any 
fin /zth, or ſuppoſes that God can diſpenſe with the demands of 
his own law. Since ſuch principles muſt inevitably lead us into 
downright Antinomianiſm|: and being deſtruQtive of all our no- 
tions of the nature and attributes of God, cannot according to 
your own rules of diſcerning between dene and 1 be 1. 
mitted! as agreeable to his holy word. 


[Z] Gal. iti. 13. 
we 
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we are liable to be arreſted by the juſtice of God, and 
to be caſt into the priſon of outer darkneſs, from 
whence we can in no wife be releaſed el we _ Paid 
the uttermoſt mite. 8 
Let another familiar example illuſtrate this. 
Suppoſe that the pariſhioners of St. Chad's and Cund, 
were to withhold from Dr. Adams only one year's dues 
of thoſe livings, and when the Doctor demanded the 
money, they were to anſwer, It is true, Doctor, we 
<« are in your debt, but it is only for one ſingle year; 
& we are ſincerely ſorry we ſhould be in arrears, but 
<« we promiſe to make you amends by a punctual pay- 
* ment for the future.” Now would not the Doctor 
with great reaſon think that this was no amends at 
all? Nay, would he not think himſelf highly injured 
by ſuch treatment ? and would not the pariſhioners of 
St. Chad's and Cund be every day liable to be arreſted 
and impriſoned for non-payment of that one year's 
dues, however exactly they might pay for the time to 
come? Examine the caſe, and the analogy will be 
palpable. | 
Procetn we now to examine another of thoſe 
ſtrange doctrines, as you are pleaſed to eſteem it, 
« That the works of the beſt men are ſtained 
« with fin.” ht 5 
Every cavil, which can be raiſed againſt a truth 
ſo humbling to human pride as this is, proceeds from 
one and the ſame root, ignorance of the law of God, 
its nature, extent, and ſpirituality: For the law being 
infinitely perfect, can admit of nothing leſs than an 
infinitely perfe& obedience, and whatever falls ſhort 
of this obedience, is ſin, and conſequently a tranſ- 
greſſion 
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greſſion of the law IT Now there never was nor 
ever can be, an action, even of the moſt holy man 
that ever lived ſince the fall, (the man Chriſt Jeſus 
only excepted,) which came up to the full demands 
of the law, and which was not on that account 
chargeable with fin, and therefore under the Moſaic 
inſtitution there was a ſacrifice appointed for the ini- 
quity of the holy things of the children of Iſrael z 
and for the ſame reaſon do we find thoſe holy men of 
old, Iſaiah, Daniel, David, Hezekiah, &c. making 
ſuch humbling confeſſions of their ſinfulneſs. And 
if I may be allowed to bring an example of, modern 
date, it ſhall be that of the holy and learned biſhop 
Beveridge, who in his Private Thoughts on Wenn 
thus expreſſeth himſclf. 

I do not only betray the inbred venom of my 
« heart by poiſoning n my commen actions, but even 
« my molt religious performances with fin. I can- 
% not pray, but I in ; I cannot hear or preach a ſer- 
« mon, but I fin; I cannot give an alms or receive 
«* the ſacrament, but I fin; nay I cannot ſo much as 
« confels. my ſins, but my very confcTions are ſtill 
* ageravations of them; my Tepentance needs to be 
e repented of, my tears want waſhing, and the very 
* waſhing of my tears needs ſtill to be wathed over 
again with the blood of my redeemer, Thus not 
e only the worſt of dis, but even the beſt of my 
duties ſpeak me a child of Adam.“ 
Nevertheleſs though we afirm wich the ſcriptures 
and our own church that the beit actions of the beſt 
of mens, cane, endure the ſeverity of God's judgment, 
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and by coming ſhort of what the law requires, are 
rainted with fin; yet we firmly believe that Good 
« works are pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt, 
e and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and lively 
“faith, inſomuch that by them a lively faith, may 
be as evidently known, as a tree diſcerned by the 
« fruit.” —Art. 12. 


HAVING now gone through the teſts you have 
given us of true and falſe doctrines; and having 
taken a ſurvey of your REAL CREED as a man of 
reaſon, and of your CONVENIENT CREED, as 
rector of St. Chad's and Cund, we will beg leave to 
draw a contraſt between the two, and ſee whether 
Dr. Adams, or the rector of St. Chad's and Cund, has 

the beſt end of the ſtaff, 


1H SEAL] THE CONVENIENT 
„ CREED of the reverend 
of the reverend Dr. Adams, as rector of St. 
Dr. Adams, as a Chad's and Cund. 
man of reaſon. 


3 


TFT Utterly reject the Heartily and unfeignedly believe the 
1 doctrine of the Tri- 1 doctrine of the holy Trinity. And | 
nity, and abſolutely | am fully perſuaded in my own conſcience, 
deny that in the Unity | that though there be but one true God, 
of the Godhead, there | yet in Unity of this Godhead there be 
be three perſons of one | three perſons of one ſubſtance, power, 
ſubſtance, power, and | and eternity, the Father, the Son, and 
eternity. 'The Father, | che Holy Ghoſt.—Art, 1. 

the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

I account it hereſy | Where are now thoſe Arians, which 
to maintain, that we | deny Chrift to have been perfe& God, 
Rand in need of a Rex- | of equal ſubſtance with the Father ? 
DEEMEROF INFINITE | Homily of the Nativity, 

DIGNITY to atone for] The Son which is the Word of the 
our ſins, and in his | Father, begotten from everlaſting of the 
own perſon to ſuffer | Father, THE VERY AND ETERNAL 

the GOD, 


REAL CREED. 


the puniſhment due to 
them. P. 28. [B] 


| 
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CONVENIENT CREED. - 


GOD, of one ſubſtance with the Father, 
took man's nature, c. &c,—Arrt. 2. 

I pray every Sunvpay in the Li- 
tany to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, the holy, 
bleſſed and glorious Trinity, three per- 
ſons and one God, to have mercy upon 


me, a miſerable finner. 


] utterly reje& the 
creed of St. Athanaſius, 
as being full of groſs 
abſurdities, contrary to 
reaſon, and to my own 
interpretation of ſcrip- 
ture, and therefore I 
have not read it, nor 
ſuffered it to be read in 
my church theſe fifteen 
or twenty years [C]. 


| 


—_ 


— 


The creed of St. Atbanaſſus ought 
THOROUGHLY to be received and 
believed. For it may be proved by moſt 
certain warrant of holy ſcripture, — 
Art. 8. 

That which I believe of the glory of 
the Father, the ſame I believe of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghoft, without any 
difference or inequality. Communion ſer- 
dice for the fe of Trinity. \ 

I pray publicly every Trinity Sunday, 
in the collect for that day, to be kept in 
that TRUE faith of a Trinity in Unity 
and I return God thanks for having 
brought me and my congregation to 
the acknowledgment of that bleſſed doc- 


trine. 


I believe that there 
are in every man's na- 
ture principles of vir- 
tue and good tenden- 
cy ; and that the love 
of God and of our 
neighbour, are natural 
to the mind of man,— 
P. 25, 


| 
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I believe that every man born into the 
world is of his own nature inclined to 
evil.—Art. g. 

Man of his own nature is fleſhly and 
carnal, corrupt and naught, ſinful and 
diſobedieut to God, without ANY 
SPARK OF GOODNESS in him, 
without any virtuous or godly motion, 
ONLY given to evil thoughts, and 
wicked deeds.—#:rf part of the. Homily 
on Whitſunday. 


[B] When we reflect on the great progreſs which Arianiſm, Semi- Arianiſm 
and Socinianiſm, have made among us, herefies which rob Chriſt of his Divi- 
nity, or at beſt make him a ſubordinate God, or God only by appointment; we 
cannot wonder that any Miniſter, who is jealous of his Maſter's glory, ſhould 
caution his hearers againſt the notion of a LITTLE God, 


[] We will give the Doctor till next Trinity Sunday to renounce his errors; 
and therefore we hope that on that day he will reſume the /ong-expleded creed of 


St. Athanaſius, 


E 2 We 
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We beof ourſelves of ſuch earth, as 


we can but bring forth weeds, nettles, 
brambles, briars, &c.— Second part of 
the Homily on the miſery of man. 

All men of their evilneſs and natural 

proneneſs be univerſally given to ſin.— 
Ibid. 
In ourſelves as of ourſelves, we find 
nothing whereby we may be delivered 
from this miſerable captivity, into which 
we are ca! through the envy of the de- 
vil, by breaking God's commandment 
| in var firſt parent Adam —ILid. 


_— 
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alctribing all that 
is good in men to the 
overruling and irreſiit— 
ible power of God, they 
deitroy the . poſibility 
of virtue, the idea of a 
ſtate of trial and pro- 
bation, S c.—P. 37. 


2 
|» 


As tor the works of the Spirit, the 
fruits of faith, charitable and godly 
motions, if men bath any at all in, him, 
they proceed ONLY. OF THE HOLY 
GHOST, who is the ONLY worker of 
our fanctification, and maketh us new 
men in Chrif Jelus. Homily on IV hit- 
| ſunday. 


To all their 
ther ſtrange doctrines, 
«© 'They have added 
yet THIS ABOVE ALL, 
to entail. the guiit of 
Adam's fin upon ALL 
HIS FOSTERITY.” 
—. 31. 


The fcriptures NO 
WHERE ſuppoſe the 
guilt of Adam's fin to 
be imputed to his poſ- 
terity, which cannot 
be believed without 
confounding a}! our 
ideas of juſtice and 
equity, of innocence 
and guilt.—P. 32. 


be- 


— 


When Adam had broken God's com- 
| mandment in paradiſe, he purchaied 
thereby, not only to himſelf, but alia 
TO EIS POSTERITY tor ever, the juſt 
wrath and indignation of God.— Second 
Homi!; of the Paſſion. 

Or:ginal fin is the fault and corrup- 
tion of EVERY MAN, that naturally is 
engendered of the ofispring of Adam.— 
Art. . | 

St. Paul IN MANY PLACES, 
painteth us out in our colours, calling 
us the children of wrath when we were 
born. Fir part of the Homily on the mi- 
fery of man. 

Chriſt was crucified, not only to be a 
ſacrigce for 0R1G1NAL GUILT, but for 
the actual fins of men.— Art. 2. 

O what a miſerable and woful ſtate 
was this, that the fin of one man ſhould 
condemn ALL MEN, that nothing in all 
the world might be looked for, but only 
pangs of death, and pains of hell.— 
Homily on the Nativity. 


| 
| The 
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CONVENIENT CREEDPD. 


—v— —„—-— 


[ beheve, that no- 
thing is meant by that 
text— Rom. v. 19. (Ey 
the diſobedience of one 
many were made ſin- 
ners,) only that all 
men b:came mortal, 
or ſubject 0 tempora 
death, by the firſt inan's 
diſobedience; and this 
doQrine I have taken 
ſpectal care to inſti] 
into the minds of niy 
pariſhioners.—P. 32. 


It could not be ex- 
pected, that the {crip- 
tures ſhould warn us 
againſt a doctrine fo 
unlikely ever to be 
thought of, as this [of 
original fin :] a thou- 
ſand volumes might 
have been written by 
the apoſtles, without 
their SUSPECTING 
[C] that an opinion 
like this could be con- 
ceiyed by man.—P. 31. 


| 


— — 


The firſt man Adam having but one 
commandment at God's hands, namely, 
that he ſhould not eat of the fruit of 
knowledge of good and evil, did not- 
withſtanding moſt unmindfully, or ra- 
ther moſt wilfully break it, in forget- 
ting the ſtrait charge of his maker, and 
giving ear to the crafty ſuggeſtion of 
that wicked ſerpent the devil. Whereby 
it came to paſs, that as before he was. 
bleſſed, ſo now he was accurſed; as be- 
fore he was loved, ſo now he was ab- 
horred ; as before he was moſt beautiful 
and precious, fo now he was molt vile 
and wretched in the ſight of his Lord 
and maker; inſtead of the image of God, 
he was now become the 1mage of the de- 
vil; inſtead of the citizen of heaven, he 
was now become the bond-ſlave of hell, 
having in himſelf no one part of his for- 
mer purity and cleanneſs, but being al- 
together ſpotted and defiled ; infomuch 
that he now ſeemed to be nothing elſe 
but a lump of fin ; and therefore by the 
juit judgment of God was condemned to 
EVERLASTING DEATH. This ſo great 
and miſerable a plague, if it had on! 
refed on Adam, who firſt offended, it 
had been ſo much the eaſier, and might 
the better have been borne. But it fell 
not only on him, BUT ON HIS PUS- 
TERITY AND CHILDREN FOR 
EVER. So that ze wwhele brood f 
Adam's feb ſhould ſuſtain the ſelf-ſame 

all and puniſhment, which their fore- 
father by his offence moſt juſtly had de- 
ſerved. —Homily on the Nativity. 


2 


Tney are in a ſtrange 
labyrinth of error who 
tell 


The condition of man after the fall 
of Adam is ſuch, that he CANNOT 
turn 


2 This expreſſion ſeems not very reconcilable with St. aus aſſertion, 
thaf all ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, Put although the Doctor here 
tel!s us, that the apoſtles never $vsPECTED that an opinion like this of origi= 
nal fin] would ever be introduced or thought of, and therefore the SCRIPTURES 
bave no where warned us againſt it; yet he alſo tells us, a few lines further, 
that the SCRIPTURES Prongly exclaim againſs theſe hard ſayings. So that Scripture 
vorn, and Scripture porn Nor furniſh us with cautions about original fin. 
dee the Doctor's Sermon, p. 31. 
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tell us, that we are 
utterly incapable of 
performing any good 
works; or that our na- 
ture is ſo impaired and 
corrupted by the fall 
of our firſt parents, 
that we have no powver 
or will to refule 
evil, and chuſe the 
good, much leſs to 
oz ag any accepta- 
le fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs.—P. 23. 


e the 
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turn and prepare himſelf, by his own na- 
tural ſtrength and good works, to faith 
and calling upon God ; wherefore WE 
HAVE NO POWER TO DO GOOD 
WORES, pleaſant and acceptable to 
God, without the grace of God by 
Chriſt preventing us, that we may have 
a good will. _ working with us when 
we have that good will. —Art. 10. 

Grant to us, Lord, the ſpirit to think, 
and do always ſuch things as be right- 
ful; that we, WHO CANNOT DO any 
THING THAT IS GOOD without thee, 
Sc. — Collect for the ninth Sunday after 
Trinity. 
| © Lord, who ſeeſt that of ourſelves we 
| have NO power to help ourſelves.—Cel- 
le& ſecond Sunday in Lent. 

Through the weakneſs of our mortal 
nature, we can do NO GOOD THING 
without thee.—Colle# for the firſt Sunday 
after Trinity. 


They are alto in a 
labyrinth of error who 
tell us, that the works 
of the beſt men are 
ſtained with ſin. 
3-23, 


Our own impertection is ſo great, 
through the corruption of original ſin, 
that all is imperfect that is within us, 
faith, charity, hope, dread, thoughts, 
words and works.—T hird part of the Ho- 
mily on Salvation. 

All the good works which we can do 
be imperſect.— Firft part of the Homily 
on Salvation. 

Truly there be imperfections in our 
beſt works. Second part of the Homily on 
the miſery of man. 

Let us not be aſhamed to confeſs im- 


perfection in all our beſt works.—1519. 


By aſcribing all that 
is good in man, to the 
overruling and irreſiſt- 
ible power of God,they 
deſtroy the. poſſibility 
of virtue, the idea of a 
ſtate of probation, Qc. 
—. 37. 


We are of ourſelves very ſinful, wretch- 
ed, and damnable. Of ourſelves, and 
by ourſelves, we are vor ABLE either 
to think a good thought, or work a good 
deed.—Ibid. f 
| We are ſheep that run #ſtray, but we 

cannot of our own power come again to 


| the ſheep- fold; ſo great is our imperfec- 


tion and weakneſs.—1b:4. 
O God, from whom all holy defires, 
all good counſels, and all juſt works do 
proceed. Second collect for evening prayer. 
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In trying the ſpirits, 
j dging of doctrines, 
and interpreting the 
ſcriptures, let us con- 
ſult the ſentiments of 
nature, and the firſt 
dictates of conſcience, 
and take the light of 
reaſon along with us. 
—P. 39. | 

You want no aſſiſt- 
ance, but the exerciſe 
of your own reaſon.— 
P. I5. 


| 


If ye will be profitable readers of holy 
ſcripture, REASON mult give place to 
God's holy Spirit; you muſt ſubmit your 
worldly wiſdom and judgment to his hea- 
venly wiſdom and judgment. Confider 
that the ſcripture, in what 3 form 
ſoever it be pronounced, is the Word of 
the living God. — Second part of the Ho- 
mily of the information of certain places in 
the ſcripture. 

The Holy Ghoſt is the ſchoolmaſter 
of truth, which leadeth his ſcholars into 
all truth; and whoſo is not led and taught 
by this ſchoolmaſter, cannot but fall in- 
to deep error, what knowledge or learn- 
ing ſoever he hath, or how fair ſoever he 
hath been in the eſtimation andjudgment 
of the world. —Firſt part of the Homily on 
certain places of ſcripture. | 

Theſe ſentences, good people, 'unto a 
natural man, ſeem mere abſurdities, con- 
trary to all reaſon : for a natural man, 
(as St. Paul ſaith) underſtandeth not the 
things that belong to God, neither can 
he to long as old Adam dwelleth in him. 
— Second part of the Homily on certain places 
of ſcripture. 

St. Ciry/eftom ſaith, Man's human and 
worldly wiſdom or ſcience is not need- 
ful to the underſtanding of ſcripture, but 
the revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
inſpireth the true meaning into them, 
that with humility and diligence ſet 
themſelves to ſearch, — Second Homily on 
reading the ſcriptures. 

True is the ſaying of Bede, where the 
Holy Ghoſt doth inſtruct and teach, there 
is no delay at all in learning. —Firft part 
of the Homily on Whitſunday, 


It is exceptionable 
doctrine to affirm, that 
God hath no mercy, 
but through Chriſt the 
redeemer, and in con- 
ſequence of his media- 
tion and interceſſion. 
—ÞP. 16. 

% I 


They are to be had accurſed, that pre- 
ſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved 
by the law or ſect which he profeſſeth, 
ſo that he be diligent to frame his life 
according to that Jaw, and the light of 
nature. For holy ſcripture doth ſet out 


unto us, ONLY the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby men mult be ſaved. —Art. 18. 
No 
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If we are told that No man CAN fulfil the law of God, 
the law of God is ſo | and therefore by the law all men are con- 
pure and perfect, that | demned.—Third part of the Homily on ſal- 
we cannot with our beſt vation. 
endeavours equal it in No man can fulfil the law according 
practice; and that no- | to the ſtrict rigour of the law.— Second 
thing but an univerſal fart of the Homily of ſalvation. 
obedience will be ac-| Such was the frailty of mankind after 
cepted, &c.— This is | his fall, ſuch was his weakneſs and im- 
repreſenting God as an | becillity, that he could not walk upright- 
hard taſk-maſter, reap- | ly in God's commandments, though he 
ing where he hath not | would never ſo fain, — Second Homily on 


ſown. —P. 15. the Paſſicu. 
The abettors of falſe Whereas we were condemned to hell 


doctrine affirm, that we | and death everlaſting, he hath given his 
ſtand in need of a re- | own Son, being God eternal, immortal, 
deemer, not only of in- | and equal to himſelf in power and glory, 
finite dignity, to atone | to be incarnate, and to take our mortal 
for our fins, but who | nature upon him, with the infirmities of 
muſt in his own perſon | the ſame; and in the ſame vature to ſuf- 
ſuffer the puniſhment | fer moſt ſhameful and painful death for 
due to them, and in his | our offences.— Third part of the Homily 
own perſon fulfil the | oz farh. 

law in their ttead — Chriſt paid the ranſom of his people 
P. 28, 29. by his death. He for them fulfilled 
the law in his liſe. So that now in him 
and by him, every true chriſtian man 
may be called a fulfiller of the law.— 
Firſt part of the Sermon on ſalvation. 


_—_— 


The fcriptures no St. Paul faith, Bleſſed is the man unto 
where ſpeak of imputed | whom God IMPUTETH RIGHTE- 
righteouſneſs. —P. 32. 3 OUSNESS, without works. 

The abettors of falſe Chriſt is now the righteouſneſs of all 
doctrine affirm, that | them that do believe in him. —Fir/t part 
the righteouſneſs of | of rhe Homily on ſalvation. 
Chrift 1s become their 

righteouſneſs. P. 29. 


— 


The juſtification, Art. 11. Of the juſtification of nan. 
mentioned by St. Paul, WE are accounted righteous before 
has no reſpeR, nor can | God, only for the merit of our Lord and 
with propriety be ap- Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, and not 
plied to the preſent | for our own works and deſervings.— 
ſtate of Chriſtians,— | Wherefore that WE are juſtified by faith 
P. 21. only, is a moſt wholſome doQrine, and 

If | 


very full of comfort, as more largely 
is expreſſed in the Hom. on juſiſicalion. 
x Juſuh- * 
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If God has any mer- 


cy, grace or favour, 
for his creatures; and 


doubt this, it mult. be 
obedience, a right con- 


to 
it is ſorely impious to | 
| take of him by his free mercy, and by 


duct, in other words, 
lighteouſneſs and holt- | 
nets of life, which re- 
commends us to his 
favour. 

We ice many: among 
them, who we doubt 
not will be ſaved for 
their evorks fake, — 


. 34 
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Juſtification is the office of God only, 
and i is nat a thing which we render un- 
im, but which we receive of him, 
not w hich we giye to him, but which we 


the only merits of his moſt dearly be- 
loved Son, our only Redgemer, Saviour 
and Jaſtißer, Jeſus Chrict.— Second art 
of the Homey on Jal vaciou. 


This is the ordinance of God, that 
they which belicve in Chriſt fhould be 
taved wet works, by faith only, 
freely receiving remiſſion of their ins. 
Third past of the Hemily on ſaluatians 


——— — — ——— 


* 


The ONLY title to 
favour in the ſubject, 
muſt be obedience to 
tie governing power, 
Ve cannot {fo much.,as 
ſuppoſe any corenant 
between God and man, 
but THIS mull be the 
condition on the part 
of man.—P. 20. 


—— 


{ING upon 


his 1 Jv Ki- 


St. Paul declareth NO 1 
the behalf of man, concerning 
fication, ONLY a true and Ively 
faith, which nevertheleſs is the pitt of 
God, Ic.-Homi!y * 4 al at: 2. 

1 3 11 d 5 (ru E 

ine ONLY mean and 1nitrument Os 
ſalvation required on our parts, is FAITH; 
i. e. a fore truſt and conidence in the 
mercies of God, whereby we perſuade 
ouriclyves that God hath, and will 
forzive our ſins 5 that he be un accepted 
led 118 tr Om 


* 
but 


$3991 


as by : un :nto his favour, re 

the bonds of 1 ion, an d received us 
again into the number of his ELECT 
people. not for our merits or deterte, but 


GNLY and SOLELY tor the merits of 
Ari 5 death and pam 94.— Ce ccond part 
of the Eomily 612 the 1 alien. 


Let us imitate the 
life, before we preſume 
to truſt in the merits of 
Chriſt.—P. 

The virtue of faith 
in its whole extent is 
included in rated 
and derives all its value 
in the igt 0; God, 
from the principle 1 
have mentioned. vis; 

obedience 


* 


—— — — 

We dovbt not but works done beiore 
juſtil cation, and which ſpring not from 
faith in Chriſt (which the HAIRY ON 
ius to be a fure n rand 
en the mercy of Gol 4 
hem the nature of fin, 
aut and acceptable to 


-- * * 3 

1141 »<* 

4 „ 
1 


Cn. ide! 

Chritt) have int 
are not ple. 

God. — Art. 13. 


We mult fet 


7. 


— 


ne = 


. 
Ane! 
110 


* 8 
no good works beſore 


faith, nor think n T fur ta+#th a man 
may do any good 1Eris; ſor ſuch works, 


41 cho“ 
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obedience to God,— ; altho' they ſeem unto men to be praiſe. 
P. 23. ID]. worthy, yet indeed they are but vain, 

a and not allowed before God. Homih of 
good works. 


— FEE | 


— — 


The reformers were I, WILLIAM ADAMS [E], 
bad interpreters of do FROM MY HEART believe, that 
ſcripture ; they have | the book of articles and of common- 
ſurely erred from the | prayer (compiled by our reformers) are 
right way, through a | intirely agreeable to the word of God, 
zeal for God, but not | and that the books of Homilies do con- 
according to know- | tain godly and wholſome doctrine, — 
ledge, adopting opi- { Art. 35. Can. 36. [F] 

nions long fince ex- 
ploded, and deforming | 
religion with doctrines 
highly injurious to the 
honour of God, and 
ſubverſive of all the 
principles of morality. 


. Os , 


[D] According to this, if the Doctor means any thing, he means to make 
obedience the root of faith, and not faith the root of obedience, I choole how- 
ever to refer the Reader to the Doctor's Sermon, to try if he can draw any other 
meaning out of it. It is certain the whole paſſage is much embarraileq ; and 
though perhaps the fault may be in me that it appears unintelligible, yet it were 
to be wiſhes that as the Doctor had near four months to cook up his ſermon 
for the preſs, he had fent it out in a leſs Novenly garb, obſerving ſome degree 
of method, avoiding ſo much tautology, and paying a little more attention to 
the accuracies of grammar. 

[E] The Canon requires that each ſubſcriber ſhould thus mention his chriſ- 
tian and firname, ; 


[F] Theſe Homilies (or Sermons) were ſet forth in the reigns of Edvard VI. 
and queen Elizabeth, and appointed tv be read in churches by the miniſter when 
there is no ſermon; and it is the duty of all churchwardens to ſee that a copy of 
them is in every church throughout the kingdom. In the preface to the Ho- 
milies, as it was publiſhed in the year 1562, we are told, that ber majeſty, by 
the advice of her moſt honourable counſellors, had cauſed them to be printed 
anew, © te avoid the manifold enormities which heretofare by yALveE DOCTRINE, 
% bave crept into the church of Ccd, &c. &. 


THE foregoing diſagreement between the reverend 
Dr. Adams as a man of reaſon, and the rector of St. 
Chad's and Cund as a dignitary of the church of Eng- 
land, is not only obvious to every reader, but even 
to the Doctor himſelf, who greatly laments that there 
ſhould be ſo little harmony between perſons ſo nearly 

a-kin; 


[ 43 ] 
akin; however if the Doctor cannot come up to the 
church, he wiſhes the church may come down to him. 
And to effect this happy reconciliation he has two 
ſtrings to his bow; the one by explaining the articles 
and honiithies in ſuch a manner and with ſuch a lati- 
tude, as to give them a direct contrary interpretation 
from the original intent of the compilers, which is a 
liberty he tells us with great truth G] that his reverend 
brethren in the miniſtry have been taking openly and 
avowwedly for a century paſt : (but which by the bye, 
if our judges were to take in explaining away the 
Magna Charta, they would not long eſcape with a 
whole ſkin.) . The other by ſtriking a bold ſtroke at 
once, kicking thoſe ſtubborn long exploded things, ar- 
ticles, homilies and liturgy quite out of doors, and 
new varniſhing the church upon the more polite and 
rational plan of modern divinity: however till this 
happy æra arrive, the Doctor in ſpight of all his con- 
ſcientious lamentations, 1s very ready to ſwear and 
ſubſcribe, again and again, for the ſake either of the 
church's peace or her preferments. Still however re- 


[G] The DoRor has not quite ſo much truth on his fide, when 
he tells us, that this latitude of ſubſcription ſeems to have been 
« claimed and allowed from the beginning.” The title to the 
articles affirms that they were drawn up (not to reconcile) but 
to PREVENT diverſities of opinions. And it is certain that 
during the reigns of Edward VI. queen Elizabeth, James I. and 
part of the reiga of Charles I. no divine who at all deviated from 


- 


the plain, literal ſenſe of the articles, ever did ſo, without incùr- 


ing public cenſure. And if any who have written upon the arti- 
cles have defended ſuch a latitude of interpretation, it has been 
only ſome of modern date, who not well reliſhing the pure doc- 
trines of the church of England, would thereby apologize for their 
own inconſiſtency in having ſabſcnbed to them, 


F 2 | ſerving 


14 1 

:rving chis ſalvo, chat he only ſubſcribes to the ar- 
ticles and homilies, fo far as be believes them to be 
agrecable to the word of God; a ſalvo fo mighty 
pretty and convenient, that any man in the world 
who makes ule of it, might ſafely jubſcribe to pope 
Pius's creed, or to the Koran of Mahomet, and any 
Papiſt or Mahometan to the whole book of common- 
Prayer... 

And now what are we to ſay to all the Doctor's 
cautions againit falſe prophets, fince he hath borne 
his public teſtimony againſt the articles, homilies 
and common prayer book, and hath ſo plainly given 
us to underſtand that he ranks her excellent retormers 
among thele deluſive teachers and BAD INTERPRETERS 
OF-SCRIPTURE,[G]. Why, we mult at leatt take the 
liberty of ſaying, that Mr. Romaine has the ſatisfac- 
tion of being condemned in very good company, 
(viz.) with the biſhops Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, 
Hooper, and a glorious army of martyrs who ſealed 
with their blood thoſe very truths, which the Doctor 
has ſo ſeverely attacked, as * highly injurious to the 
« honour of God and ſubverſive of all the principles 
<« of morality [H].“ . 

But are not great miſchiefs to be apprehended 
from the prevalence of thoſe doctrines which you 
have written againſt? Will not religion be expoſed 
to the contempt of rational men, and to the ſcofis of 
the prophane and impious II?. 

No, Doctor, quite the contrary; for there never 
was more real piety, and practical godlineſs in the 
kingdom than when the doctrines of the reforma- 

[GLP." 37. IH] P. 36. III P. 37. 
tion 
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tion were preached in their purity, and perhaps 
never leſs than at preſent. And the reaſon is ob- 
vious, for religion is indeed ſadly expoſed and brought 
into contempt by the conduct of too many of the cler- 
oy, in ſubſcribing to what they do not believe, and 
ſubmitting to the loweſt and baſeſt equivocations in 
order to defend proceedings which in every other 
ſphere of life would be condemned as contrary to all 
the received principles of common honeſty and fair 
dealing amongſt men. And that this is the caſe at 
preſent, is evident from that ſmart piece intitled the 
confeſſional : as alſo from'the independent whig, be- 
fore the def arture from the doctrines of the church 
became 16 ventral and. notorious, Nor is the matter 
one jot mended by ſaying that it is pain and grief 
to ingenucus minds ¶ K], to ſubſcribe to forms which 

in 


[K] The following are the Doctor's own words. It is {till 


« pain and grief to ingenuous minds to ſubſcribe to forms, which 
in their firſt appearance they cannot approve. I muſt there- 
« fore earneſtly join with thoſe, who wiſh to ſee the miniſters of 
e our church relieved from this burden, &C. 

Again. That there have been, and may ſtill Caf any 
e difficulties ia the way of attempting this alteration in our na- 
tional church, every thinking and candid perſon will allow, 
% and APO oa be done, it ſeems a duty in all to 
forbear complaining oFfheir ſuperiors,” &c. „ 

I readily acquieſce with Doctor Adams, that many who do not 

at all approve the articles in their firſt appearance, do very well 

approve of them upon a nearer review, or at leaſt they ſufficiently 
a?PPROVE Of what is to be obtained by ſubſcribing to them, 

[ muſt here beg leave to introduce a ſtory, founded upon fact, 


of one whom I call a real enthuſiat. This man's father built an 
houſe of ſtone, and after he had finiſhed it, his ſon diſliked both 


the matcrials and the colour of it, and mightily wiſhed that it 


had 


r . 
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in their hearts they do not believe; ſince the very 
aſſertion implies no leſs a contradiction in terms, than 
if we were to talk of an honeſt knave, a perjured 
truth-teller, or an healthy invalid. Beſides which, 
it is utterly deſtructive of the very deſign and inſti. 
tution of all caths, teſts and confeſſions of faith 
whatever; and therefore it is certain that when the 


archbiſhops and biſhops of both provinces, together 


had been built with red bricks. Well, what ſhould he do? 
it was too late to alter it, and to effect the change by human art 
was quite impracticable. Why, truly, he perſuaded himſelf, 
that if he had but a proper degree of faith to believe it, this white 
ſtone houſe would ſoon become a red brick houſe. Accordingly 
out he goes and views the ſtructure; ſtill nothing appears but 
whited walls: he chides his unbelieving ſpirit, and views it a 
ſecond time ; when behold the houſe looks more and more of a 
reddiſh caſt, and the mortar begins to appear between the joints 
of the bricks. And now nothing 1s wanting but the third review 
to turn the ſtone into perfect brick. —*'T1s done, and the delight- 
ed viſionary lives as comfortably in his imaginary houſe of red 
brick, as if there really were not a white ſtone belonging to it. 
With ſuch like enthuſiaſts does this nation abound, Our good 
forefathers at the time of the reformation builded a church on the 
foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf be- 
ing the chief corner ſtone. This church they walled round with 
articles, homilies, and liturgy in order to keep out Arians, Pela- 
gians, Socinians, Arminians, &c. but many of her late born ſons 
who live under her roof, and feed themſelves at her table, not 
well reliſhing thoſe articles, &c. ſet themſelves to take another 
view of them, and ſo view and review them, till they work them- 
ſelves up into a perſuaſion that thoſe very doQtrines which once 
appeared in ſuch frightful colours, inſtead of diſcountenancing, 
were really intended as an introduction for every hereſy, to which 
in their plain, literal, grammatical ſenſe they are ſo diametri- | 
cally oppoſite. And fo the poor dreaming enthuſiaſts at length 


become happily perſuaded that white is black, and black white. 
with 
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with the whole body of the clergy in convocation 
aſſembled, ſubſcribed and approved the articles, and 
homilies, in the year 1571, and the ſame were ratified 
by the queen's authority, they no more thought 
that any honeſt ingenuous minds would call the 
ſearcher of all hearts to bear witneſs of their un- 
feigned and hearty aſſent to the doctrines therein con- 
tained, if they did not (ex animo) believe thoſe doc- 
trines, than they thought that perjury and piety, truth 
and falſehood were ſynonomous terms [L.]. 

It may be faid, that this is ſpeaking very ſe- 
yerely; but the Lord God knoweth, that it is ſpeak- 
ing truly; and every diſcerning man's conſcience 
mult tell him that this is not the leaſt exaggera- 


[L] There is a ceremony at Naples which our Engliſh failors 
call by the name of waiTE-wHaSHING; it conſiſts in making 
a profeſſion of the Popith religion, aud ſubmitting to all the 
forms enjoined, for which if the party white-wwaſed, were before 
an Heretic or Proteſtant, he receives a reward of about two ſe- 
quins; and I am credibly informed that ſome of our Britiſh tars 
have frequently undergone this) ceremony of <white-waſhing.— 
Now ſuppoſe that one of theſe ſailors who had been <vbite-wajbed, 
as often as Dr. Adams has ſubſcribed to the articles, was to ſay 
„that it auas pain and grief to his ingenuous mind to think that 
he could not obtain his two ſequinDaith#ut paſſing through 
the previous forms, and that he heartily wiſhed to fee his 
** worthy brethren delivered from THAT BURDEN of declaring 
„their aſſent to the tenets of the church of Rome:” could any 
man in'the world juſtify the conduct of this ſailor ?—l am ſure Dr. 
Adams himſelf could not; poor Jack's conſcientious exclamation 
of its being SUCH PAIN AND GRIFF to him to ſubſcribe to 
what he did not believe for the ſake of the two ſequins, would 
only remind us of a ſimilar exclamation of that reverend geutle- 
man (O STRANGE TO TELL) who is well-known by the name 
of OH! GRIEF OF GRIEFS. 


tion 


[48] 
tion of the caſe. The murderer who is convicted of 
murder, the felon who is convicted of theft, may 
with as much juſtice complain of being called a mur- 
derer and a felon, as they, who from the baſe mo- 
tives of ſelf-intereſt, ſet their hands to what their 
hearts deteſt, complain of being ſtigmatized as the 
vileſt hypocrites and the moſt deſigning equivocators, 
Our Lord hath ſaid, by zherr fruits ye ſhall knew them, 
and when the holy Spirit of truth can ſtir up any man 
moſt ſolemnly to ſubſcribe to one thing, for the ſake 
of worldly gain, whilſt he believes another in his 
heart, then 1 will acknowledge that they who do fo, 
are the faithful prophets of that God, who requireth 
truth in the inward parts, and who hath given us this 
diſtinguiſhing mark of the ambaſſadors of his goſpel, 
that they are not DOUBLE-TONGUED, nor gree- 
dy of filthy lucre [M]. 


PERMIT me now to obſerve that the ſcripture 
hath given one very diſtinguiſhing teſt of true and 
falſe doctrines, which you have entirely paſſed over 
in ſilence, and that is, by the effects which follow the 
preaching of the one and of the other; and as all 
real chriſtians are She ſalt of the earth, the light of the 
world, cities ſet on an hill, conſequently theſe effects 
muſt and will appear wherever the doctrines of truth 
are received into the heart, and, 

Iſt, They will make the poſſeſſor of them really 
and truly happy in the knowledge and experience 
which he has of the favour of God towards him in 
Chriſt Jeſus: all tormenting ſenſe of ſin and guilt 


[M] 1 Tim. ili. 8. 
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will be taken out of the conſcience, he will have 
confidence towards God as his reconciled friend and 
father, in the fon of his love; the Spirit irſelf will bear 
witneſs with bis ſpirit that he is u chill of Godt, enabling 
him to try Abba, Father, and fo Tejvice with Joy una 
ſpeekable and full of glory UN}. TR 

IIdly, In conſequence of this intercourſe which 
is opened between Chriſt and the ſoul” of a be- 
liever, fin. is loathed 'and-irs dominion” dethfroned 3 
the path of duty becomes eaſy and delightful , 
victory is obtained over the world; afflictions and 
trials are borne with patience, reſignation and for- 
titude; new affections bear ſway in the heart; croſſes 
and reproaches are welcomed for the ſake of Chriſt; 
a favour of things divine and ſpiritual dwells upon 
the tongue; the glory of God is uppermoſt in the 
thoughts; death is welcomed as a diſarmed enemy; 
and an hope full of immortality cauſes the ſoul to 
love and long for the appearance of the Lord Jeſus, 

Such are the bleſſings which real Chriſtianity 
brings with it, bleſſings exactly ſuited to reheve 
the wants of every one who knows himſelf to be 
a fallen, helpleſs creature, and enjoyed by thou- 
ſands of living witneſſes, even in this day, where 
the pure doctrines of the goſpel are enforced; but I 
appeal to experience and matter of fact, whether theſe 
effects do ever follow the preaching of that earth- 
born ſyſtem, where the Godhead of the Saviour, the 
apoſtacy and helpleſſneſs of man, juſtification by faith 
alone, and the abſolute ne ceſſity of the work of the 
Holy Ghoſt to quicken, ſanctify, and comfort the 


[N] Rom. 15, 16. 1 Pet. i. 8. 
G ſoul, 


1 
fou!, are kept out of fight. There may indeed. be a 
freedom from groſs offences, and a regular attendance 
upon external forms and duties under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, but alas! is it not apparent to the eyes of 
every beholder, and muſt not conſciouſneſs tell the 
heart of every one who is a ſtranger to the experi- 
mental poſſeſſion of the above truths, that the poor 
dry jejune thing commonly called religion, where 
theſe bleſſings are wanting, leaves its higheſt admirers 
juſt as it finds them, without any ſpiritual communi- 
cation between Chriſt and their ſouls; without any 
ſenſe of the love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts, 
or knowledge of their being in a ſtate of reconciliation 
with him; as much under the influence of worldly 
hopes and fears; as much aſhamed of being 
thought more religious than is conſiſtent with the 
faſhion of the times; as fretful, angry, and impatient 
under trials, provocations and afflictions; as eager 
after the friendſhips, honours and preferments of the 
world, and after its follies, vanities and pleaſures; as 
totally regardleſs of the glory of God and the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls; as dead, cold, and indifferent to all 
holy ſoul-edifying diſcourſe; as fearful or elſe as ſtu- 
pid upon the approach of death; and as far from 
longing after the glory which ſhall be revealed, as if 
Chrilt had never come into the world at all; or as if 
he were to come to give his people no enjoyments be- 
yond what earth and ſenſe could furniſh them with, 
no. victory over. the eyils of life, and no deliverance 
from the terrors of death? _ 
UPON the whole. Had the title of your ſermon 
run thus, An attempt to overthrow the fundamen- 
&« tal 


* 
4 5 4 

« tal doctrines of the reformation, and of the efta- 
« bliſhed church, by William Adams, D. D. miniſter 
« of St. Chad's, and chaplain to the LAT 01 biſhop of 
« St, Aſaph,” it would have been a very proper one 
for the matter it contains; but this would have ſound- 
ed too groſs from one, who by the moſt ſolemn and 
reiterated proteſtations had declared, that he un- 
feignedly believed all thoſe doctrines to be agreeable 
to the word of God. n 

It muſt therefore be through the ſides of that conve- 
nient ſtalking horſe called Methodiſm, that the poor 
church, of England muſt be ſtabbed to the heart; but 
permit me to ſay, that it might have been much more 
prudent for you, Sir, to have followed the advice of 
a certain right reverend perſonage, who being aſked 
by another divine, what meaſures could be taken to 
ſtop the Methodiſts from preaching? was anſwered 
by his lordſhip to the following effect, We had bet- 
ter let them alone, for they have the church on their fide.” 

You have indeed attempted to make matters as 
ſmooth as you could with thoſe againſt whom you 
write, by paying them a compliment or two upon 
their pious and virtuous lives, and upon the. zeal of 
their miniſters. But are you not aware, Sir, that 
theſe very conceſſions overthrow the plan you have 
been labouring to eſtabliſh throughout your whole 


[O] As this biſhop has been dead ſometime, and as the Doctor 
ill ſtiles himſelf his chaplain, I preſume he can now exerciſe” 
that office only on ſuppoſition that his lordſhip's foul is in Parga-" 
tory, from which it may in due time be releaſed by the prayers 
of his ſtill ſurviving chaplain. It muſt, however, be allawed that 
the Doctor reaps as much benefit from his title of chaplain to a 
dead prelate, as his preſent majeſty does from being called king of 
France, or the king of Sardinia from being ſtiled kipg of Jeruſalem. 
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ciiſcourſe? for the tree is known by its fruits, and if 
he fruits of righteouſneſs do appear in the life and 
converſation, then we may be certain that there is 
ſound faith and right principles at the bottom; for 
thus ſaith the apoſtle, Shew me thy faith by thy 
4% works.“ To ſay that ſuch an one is a very good 
man, but 1s of very bad principles, is a flagrant con- 
tradiction; yet into this contradiction have you been 
led, by attacking thoſe you call Methodiſts, as Ehud 
did Eglon [P], with a compliment in one hand, and 
a dagger in the other. Belides, the zeal which you 
commend in theſe miniſters, inſtead of being a virtue, 
mult, (if what you have advanced be true) be a moſt 
horrible crime, and greatly diſpleaſing to God. For 
this zeal, like that of our firſt reformers [Ql, is not 
according to knowledge, but for the promoting of 
doctrines highly injurious to the honour of God, and ſul. 
werſive. of all the principles of morality RJ. Be aſſured 
therefore, Sir, that the. congratulations you are. 
pleaſed- to pay yourſelf in your preface upon your 
candor, charity, and forbearance; as well as the 
ſoothing ſpeeches with which you have honoured 
thoſe againſt whom your ſermon is directly levelled, 
can anſwer no other end than to convince every 
reader who has the leaſt grain of diſcernment, that 
you thought it moſt prudent to make your doſe as 
palatable as you could, in hopes that it might be the 
more eaſily ſwallowed; and that no officious examiner 
might think himſelf warranted to pry into the in- 
gredients. But as I utterly diſavow all connection 
with ſects and parties; as it is not this or that man I 
am concerned to vindicate ; but the intereſts of reli- 

If] Judges iii. 15, 16. [Q] P. 36. IR] P. 36. 0 
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gion in general, and thoſe of our excellent eſtabliſhed 
church in particular, (whoſe doctrines it was indeed 
both PAIN AND GRIEF to me to fee fo villified and 
mangled, by one from whom ſhe-deſerved better 
treatment, one who eats her fat and cloaths himſelf 
with her wook{S],) I ſay, ſince this is caſe, it will be 
needleſs to offer any apology for theſe remarks, or 
for the doctrines defended in this letter, doctrines 
which however rejected by you, Sir, as utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with the principles of virtue and morality, and 
long fence exploded [T] as repugnant to all our notions 
of reaſon and religion, have yet been maintained and 
profefled by the greateſt and moſt learned men this 
pation ever produced, men who adorned them by their 
lives, and ſealed the truth of them by their deaths, 

I have nothing more to add than my requeſts that 
you would let the public know, why you have thought 
proper to conceal the MOST EXCEPTIONABLE 
parts of Mr. Romaine's diſcourſe, and to caution your 
hearers and readers only againſt what. you, call, The 
LEAST EXCEPTIONABLE PASSAGES [U], 
ſince to do this, was to defeat the very deſign of your 
own ſermon; and to act the part of that unfaithful 
phyſician who employed all his ſkill to cure his pa- 
tient of a ſore finger, whilſt he knew that a dange- 
rous diſeaſe was preying upon his vitals, However 
I now call upon you to anſwer this letter, not by 

[S] Ezek. xxxiv. * | | 

IT] Although the doctrines of free-will, juſtification by works, 
and the poſſibility of keeping the law, have been exploded by 
al proteſtant churches ever ſince the- reformation, and although 
they are the diſtinguiſhing tenets of popery, yet Dr. Adams is not 


alhamed to avow them in the face of the ſun, | 
[U] P. 16, note. 


clan - 
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clandeſtine attacks in St. Chad's pulpit, but by com- 
ing out on fairground; and in your reply, remember 
it is my particular requeſt that you would be pleaſed 
to inform the world what thoſe very exceptionable 
tenets and raſh unguarded expreſſions were at which 
you were ſo highly offended; till you have done this, 
your charge ſtands quite unſupported, and your ar- 
rows inſtead of wounding Mr. Romaine, muſt recoil 
againſt yourſelf. 

Had you, Sir, beencontent to have crowed uponyour 
own dunghill, you might {till have been triumphing in 
your imaginary victory over the doctrines of theRefor- 
mation; but by the publication of your diſcourſe, you 
have given a challenge to the whole world to find a 
flaw in it; this challenge you ſee, Sir, hath been accept. | 
ed, though ] believe you are now heartily ſorry that you 
offered it, ſince it is but too plain that you have con- 
demned yourſelf out of your own mouth, knocked 
yourſelf down with your own weapons, and confronted 
yourſelf by your own ſubſcriptions. 

I will not deny, Sir, but you have many great 
names to countenance you in your diſaffection to the 
church of England; but I again repeat it, that oaths 
and ſubſcriptions are not to be trifled with, they are ſtil 
the fame ſolemn things they ever were, nor is the guilt 
of any man leſs, becauſe thouſands are partakers of it. 

I once thought to have annexed my name to this 
letter; but names as faith a late ingenious writer, 
being of little conſequence where truth is in ene 
I ſubſcribe myſelf, Reverend Sin, 


Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


| Philalethes. 
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A Short Account of the Arian, Pelagian, 
Socinian, and Arminian Hereſies: And con- 
cluding with a ſerious Expoſtulation with the 
Rev. Dr. ADAMS. 


| 0 E. Arian hereſy broke out under Conſtantine 
che emperor, towards the end of the third cen- 
1 tury. The Arians are fo called, from Arius, a preſ- 
1 byter, of Alexandria, He denied (with the Rev. Dr. 
Adams) the eſſential divinity of the Son of God, and 


t maintained with him, that he was inferior to the Fa- 
; ther, both in nature and DIGNITY[Y]. Arius and his 
e followers were excommunicated by ſeveral great coun- 
ll cls, particularly by the famous council of Nice, an. 
Ic J25, to the determinations of which council in every 


point of doctrine, Arius himſelf very chearfully ſub- 
(cribed in the emperor's preſence, and confirmed his 
ſubſcription by an oath. But although Arius had his 
CONVENIENT. CREED to. ſubſcribe before the 
emperor, yet he had his REAL CREED. under his 
arm, to which he had previouſly ſigned his name, 
and with execrable fallacy, he ſwore that he believed 
[Y] Mofheim's Eccles, Hiſt vol. I. p. 216. | 
E | what 
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he he hadubſcribed{Z]. The emperor admoniſhed 
him to beware of fallacy, as he would eſcape the di. 
vine vengeance, and being inclined to believe him 
fincere in his profeſſion, ordered Alexander the biſhop 
to receive him again to, communion. , But he had not 
gone far from the emperor's palace, before he was 
. ſeized with a diſorder ſimilar to that which put an 
end to the life of Judas, for all his inteſtines, together 
with his- liver, and a great quantity of blood, guſhed 
out from him behind, upon which he died immedi. 
ately. » This account I have taken partly from Mo- 
ſheim, partly from Parker's Abridgment of the Ancient 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of Socrates, Sozomen, and Theo- 
dorit. Hiſtories of all others the moſt approved. 
AI the very beginning of the fifth century, Pela- 
gius broached his hereſy, of which Mr. Fuller thus 
peaks; Now the Arian hereſy, by God's provi- 
e dence and good men's diligence, was in ſome mea- 
« {ure ſuppreſſed; the unwearied malice of Satan, 
(who neyer leaveth off, though often changeth his 
* ways to ſeduce ſouls) brought in the worſe, becauſe 
more plauſible hereſy of Pelagianiſm. For every 
e man is born a Pelagian, naturally proud of his 
power, and needeth little art to teach him to think 
% well of himſelf. This Pelagius was a Britain by 
* birth; (as we take no delight to confeſs it, ſo we 
* will tell no lie to deny it). Let no foreigner 
&« jnſult on the infelicity of our land in bearing THIS 
„ MONSTER, but conſider firſt, if his excellent natu- 
c ral parts, and eminent acquired learning might be 


121 According to ſome Arius told the emperor that he ſub- 
| {cribed what was neareſt his heart. 
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ex ſeparated from his dangerous doctrine; no nation 

need be aſhamed to acknowledge him[A}.” 
Among Pelagius's tenets, are the following. He 


maintained (with the Rev. Dr. Adams) that there was 


no original ſin, and that the tranſgreſſion of our firſt 


| parents was not charged on their poſterity [BJ. That 


man has free-will in ſpiritual things, and that human 
reaſon is capable of diſcerning divine truths. But I 
chooſe to give the reader Pelagius's tenets in the very 
words of Dr. Moſheim, who being himſelf of Dr. 
Adams's ſentiments, his teſtimony will on that ac- 
count be the leſs ſuſpected of partiality. 

He, Pelagius, looked upon the doctrines which 
« were commonly received concerning the original 
corruption of human nature, and the neceſſity of 
« divine grace to enlighten the underſtanding, and 
« purify the heart, as prejudicial to the progreſs of 


« holineſs and virtue, and tending to lull man- 


e kind in a preſumptuous and fatal ſecurity. He 
% maintained, that theſe doctrines were falſe as they 


<« were pernicious; that the fins of our firſt parents 


« were imputed to them alone, and not to their poſ- 
e terity ; that we derive no corruption from their fall, 
but are born as pure and unſpotted as Adam came 
* out of the forming hand of hig creator; that man- 
ce kind therefore, are capable of repentance and a- 
e mendment, and of arriving at the higheſt degrees 


[A] Fuller's Church Hiſt. of Britain. Cent. V. book I. 
IB] Doctor Cave, ſpeaking of Pelagius, ſays, & Peccatum 
Originale funditus ſuſtulit, docens Adami peccatum ſoboli ejus 
NON IMPUTARI, L | | 
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of tir and virtue, by the uſe of their natural 
* faculties and powers [C], &c.“ 

. Theſe tenets were judged by the whole Chriſtian 
e to be fo contrary to ſcripture, ſo derogatory 
to the grace of God, ſo very ſoothing to the pride of 
man, and ſo manifeſtly tending to undervalue the of- 
fice of the Holy Spirit, whoſe ſole prerogative it is, 
to illuminate the underſtanding and renew the heart, 
that Pelagius's doctrine was univerſally condemned as 
Impious and heretical, daring and preſumptuous; and 
by the zeal and affectionate labours of St. Auguſtine 
and others, he was prevented from doing any conſi- 
derable miſchief. It muſt be obſerved - however that 
the great ſtratagem, by which Pelagius promoted his 
cauſe, was by ſpeaking great ſwelling words againſt 
the received doctrines of efficacious grace, baſely al- 


ledging that they encouraged ſloth, and tended to de- 
preciate the goodneſs and mercy of God, and to 


make him the author of ſin; and whoſoever will 
conſult Dr. Adams's ſermon will ſee that the Doctor 
has been fighting with the ſame weapons. 

Of much later date is the riſe of Socinianiſm [D], 
which was a mixture of the hereſies of Arius and 
Pelagius. The accurate Alexander Ros, in his View 
of all Religions, tells us that Fauſtus Socinus, an 
Italian by birth, denied Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt to 


be truly God, or that there is a trinity of perſons in 


the Godhead. He maintained that there is a free will to 
goodneſs in us, and that we may here fulfil the law. 


He held (with the Rev. Dr. Adams, ) that God could 


[C] Moſheim, vol. 1. p. 275, &c. 
D] Not much above 200 years ago. 
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juſtly pardon our fins, without any ſatisfaction or 
atonement.” —He alſo denied (with the Doctor) that 
Chriſt fulfilled the law in his own perſon for his elect, 
or that his righteouſneſs is imputed to chem for juſti- 
fication. He taught his diſciples that the only end 
of all the doctrines, inſtitutions and precepts of reli- 
gion, was the practice of piety and holineſs of life, 
hereby totally ſuperſeding the great end of our Lord's 
appearance, viz. to redeem us from the curſe of the 
law, and to put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf{E}. 

James. Arminius, divinity reader in Leyden { F}, 
an. 1605, did not run into all thoſe labyrinths of error, 
which Arius, Pelagius, Socinus, and ſome modern 
divines, who call themſelves of the church of England 
have done. He held the divinity of Chriſt, and that 
there were three eternal coequal perſons in the God- 


[LE] Dr. Adams tells us in his Preface, p. g. That he always 
«« teaches his hearers that religion is deſigned to enforce the prac- 
« tice of piety and all good works, and that the end of ALL its 
>< inſtitutions, as well as of its precepts, is holineſs of life.” Now 
I readily agree with the Doctor that without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord, but to ſay that there is no other end propoſed by 
axy of the doctrines and inſtitutions of the goſpel, than the prac- 
tice of piety and good works, 1s to fall into the rankeſt degree 
of Socinianiſm, and in effe& to deny all need of a propitiatory 
ſacrifice for fin, 


[F] Dr. Abbot then archbiſhop uf Canterbury ſpeaking of the 
Arminian ſe&, thus expreſſeth himſelf. © The foul vapours (of 
Arminianiſm) blew over from the Dutch coalt and ſo infatuated 
ſome of our divines, that forſaking the beaten and approved path 
of faith, they betook themſelves to the crooked ways and precipices 
of Arminius, deſtroying the articles of religion with their tenets, 
which they had confirmed by their ſubſcriptions.” — Abbot. de 
Grat: & perſev: 
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head, he acknowledged that man was born in fin, 
through the fall of Adam, but denied that his nature 
was ftotallhj corrupted. Hence he aſſerted that he had 
ſtill a freedom of will to turn to God, but not without 
the aſſiſtance of grace. He held election to be con- 
ditional, and that the elect might fall from a ſtate of 
grace. His doctrines occaſioned great diſturbance, 
but were ſoon condemned by the memorable ſynod of 
Dort, ann. 1618, to which ſynod five of the moſt emi- 
nent Britiſh divines were ſent by king James J. [F]; 
who unanimouſly with the reſt of the Proteſtant chur- 
ches, condemned the doctrines of Artninius, as highly 
derogatory to the honour and grace of God, utterly 
repugnant to his ſacred word, and to all their national 
confeſſions of faith, 

NOW let any man take a ſurvey of theſe tenets of 
Arius, Pelagius, Socinus, and Arminius, which I have 
faithfully collected from church hiſtory, and by com- 
paring them with what Dr. Adams has advanced in 
his ſermon, intitled A Teſt of True and Falſe Doc- 
trine, he will immediately perceive the ſtrict harmony, 


[F] The repreſentatives of our church ſent by his majeſty to 
this ſynod, were George Carleton, D. D. then biſhop of Landaff, 
and afterwards of Chicheſter : Joſeph Hall, D. D. then dean of 
Worceſter, afterwards biſhop of Exeter and Norwich : John Da- 
venant, D. D. then Margaret Profeſſor and maſter of Queen's 
college in Cambridge, afterwards biſhop of Saliſbury : Samuel 
Ward, D. D. then maſter of Sydney-college in Cambridge and 
arch-deacon of 'Taunton, 

On the 1oth of December, Gualter. Balcanqual, B. D. aſter- 
wards dean of Durham, was alſo ſent by the king, in the name 
of the church of Scotland. 

In the beginning of the next month Dr. Hall, finding himſelf 
indiſpoſed, returned to England; and his place was ſupplied by 
Pr, Goad, chaplain to the archbiſhop of Canterbury. þ 
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and amicable accord, which ſubſiſts between theſe four 
gentlemen and the doctor. Did Arius deny the IN. 
FINITE DIGNITY of our Lord's perſon? ? The 
Doctor has in expreſs words ranked it among the 
liſt of erroneous opinions, that man ſtands in need of 
a Saviour of INFINITE DIGNITY to atone for his 
ſins, &c. (p. 28.) 

Did Pelagius deny that Adam's Gn was charged upon 
his poſtericy; and that man's nature 1s only inclined to 
evil? The Doctor throws the gauntlet intheſame cauſe, 
and triumphantly aſks, 1s the love of God and of our 
neighbour unnatural to us? Nay he makes it the very 
height of impiety to aſſert that the fin of 4 is 
entailed on his poſterity ? (p. 31.) 

Was it a diſtinguiſhing part of Socinus's hereſy, 
that God could juſtly pardon our fins without a ſa- 
tisfaction— The Doctor heartily joins iſſue, and 
we have it under his hand that Mr. Romaine gave him 
much offence by affirming that God could ſhew no mercy 
but through Chriſt the Redeemer. (P. 16.) | 

Did Pelagius, Socinus, and Arminius all of them 
affirm that there is in man a freedom of will in ſpiri- 
tual matters? The Doctor maintains the aſſertion over 
and over again, and makes this freedom of will one 
of the leading and fundamental principles of religion 
againſt which there lies no appeal. Tea in direct op- 
poſition to ſcripture and the church of England, he 
ſets up human reaſon and the dictates of nature, as the 
only infallible guides in matters of a ſpiritual concern. 

Now from this brief ſurvey of theſe four hereſies 

(which are the only ones of any note that ever peſter- 
cd Chriſtianity) and the oppoſition they met with, it is 
very plain that the trinity in unity, the divinity of our 

bleſſed 
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bleſſed Saviour, the corruption of human nature by 
the fall of Adam, the atonement which Chriſt made 
in his own perſon for ſin, juſtification by faith alone, 
and the neceſſity of the Holy Spirit's influence to il- 
luminate the underſtanding, renew the will, and regu- 
late the affections of fallen man, have ever been ef. 
teemed the leading principles of our religion; and 
that whenever any of theſe points have been denied, 
the whole catholic church of Chriſt hath unanimouſly 
condemned ſuch dental, and would not even allow the 
name of Chriſtian to thoſe who brought in any other 
doctrine, much lefs give them the right hand of fel- 
lowſhip, or bid them God ſpeed. What then would 
have been thought of the man, in whom every one 
of theſe hereſies were found to center? 

AND now, Sir, what muſt your poor pariſhioners 
think of their ſpiritual guide? Are they to believe 
you tell truth when you ſubſcribe to the articles, ho- 
milies and common-prayer, or when you contradict 
all theſe in your harangues from the pulpit? Are 
they to ſuppoſe you were in earneſt when upon your 
knees at your ordination you moſt ſolemnly bound 
yourſelf to defend all the doctrines of the church of 
England, or when you vilified her pious reformers as 
bad interpreters of ſcripture: and ſetters forth of tenets 
highly injurious to the honour of God, and ſubver- 
ſive of all the principles of virtue and morality, rea- 
fon and religion? Can you think, Sir, that ſuch 
glaring inconſiſtencies will paſs unnoticed; or can you 
be ſurprized that ſuch of your flock as have any true 
concern about their eternal intereſts, ſhould leave 


their ſtated paſtor and ſeek food for their ſouls where · 


ever it is to be had? Will they not with reaſon cry 
| out, 


% 


— 


I 
out, © 6ur church teaches us one doctrine and our 
miniſter another, and yet whenever it ſuits his conves 
nience, he will truckle and tack about like a weather- 
cock; and for the ſake of a living will declare his 
moſt hearty aſſent to what he moſt heartily diſbe- 
heves: how then can he ever pretend to preach to 
us againſt the ſins of hypocriſy and double dealing? 
how can he talk about the generous principles of hu- 
man nature, or inculcate the duties flowing from a 
love of truth and uprightneſs? We know that in 
temporal concerns ſuch equivocation as the Doctor 
ſtands convicted of would be branded with the 
higheſt infamy, and that if a quaker when called to 
give evidence in matters of property were to make 
an affirmation directly repugnant to the DICTATES 
OF HIS OWN CONSCIENCE [G}, for the fake 
ot any ſecular advantage, he would, (if diſcovered 
lie under a foul ſtigma all his life long, and incur all 
the penalties of perjury. And is ſuch deceitful 
dealing leſs criminal in everlaſting concerns than in 
thoſe which relate only to this life? Is it a ſin of a 
leſs heinous nature to make a mercnandiſe of fouls 
ind turn the word of God into a Ralking-horſe for 
gain, than to bear falſe witneſs in a court of judica- 
ture? How the Doctor can reconcile what he does 
with his own ſentiments of religion and piety, vir- 
tue and morality, of which he ſpeaks fo much, we 
are at a lots to diſcover, but this is certain, that 
either our own paſtor or our own church muſt be a 


[6] 'Tis pity the Dod or did not tink of this, when he toll 
his congregation to liſten to the dictates of their on conſcienc:. 
P. 39. N "tin 23 1 
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very unſafe guide. Either the ſcripture or the Doc- 
tor muſt be in an error; either Arius, Pelagius, 
Socinus and Arminius muſt have been orthodox 
Chriſtians, or our miniſter muſt be a wolf in ſheeps 
cloathing,” 

Can you wonder, Sir, that ſuch ſhould be the 
language of your pariſhioners, whilſt you preach ſuch 
doctrine as is contained in your late publication? What 
chriſtian heart can help pitying the unhappy deluded 
flocks who have ſuch a ſhepherd for their leader? And 
what deplorable blindneſs muſt have overſpread this 
poor nation, when ſuch doctrines not only paſs un- 
cenſured by authority, but are even approved by 
many of the clergy themſelves. Yet do not miſtake 
me; think not, Sir, that I condemn you for your 
open avowal of an averſion to all the eſſential doctrines 
on which the reformation is eſtabliſhed, herein I com- 
mend your honeſty, but that which I pronounce aloud 
to be abſolutely inconſiſtent with your own principles 
of piety and virtue, reaſon and religion, and which 
proves your practice to be but a miſerable evidence of 
the excellency of the ſyſtem you have adopted, is 
the ſolemn declaration you have made of your un- 
feigned aſſent to all the articles and homilies of the 
church of England, and to the whole book of com- 
mon-prayer, whilſt you not only moſt cordially wiſh 
doth articles and homilies aboliſhed, but contradict 
from the pulpit the very intent and meaning of every 
prayer which but the moment before you offered up 
from the deſk. 

Do you imagine, Sir, that if the tenets of our 
church, were the fame with thoſe advanced in your 
Ss fermon, 


1 
ſermon, that either that principal leader among the Me. 
thodifts H], Mr. Romaine,” or any other of | thote 
gentlemen who ſo heinouſly offended you by their + 
preaching in St. Chad's pulpit,” would in ſuch caſe 
have ſubſcribed to them? 1 durſt venture my life 
that they would not. And it appears only loſt labous 
to prove that whatever temporal advantage might be 
gained by equivocation and deceit, the reaſoning of 

every man who valued his immortal foul would cer- 
tainly be on this wiſe, I am here educated in a 
country where ſuch and ſuch doctrines are the very 
« baſis on which the national church is built; into 
« this church I have been baptized in my infancy, and 
F have now an offer of her preferments if I will en- 
ce ter into the miniſtry; but upon the moſt deliberate 
e review, I heartily diſapprove thoſe very doctrines 
« which are to be made the teſt of my admiſſion. 
« What muſt I do? Shall I dare to diſſemble before 
« the ſearcher of hearts, and ſwear that I believe 
« them? God forbid. —But if I do not, how ſhall I 
« be able to live in eaſe and affluence? As to that 
« it is ſufficient to ſay, what ſhall it profit a man if 
« he gain the whole world and'loſe his own ſoul? or 
« what ſhall a man give in exchange for his foul? —Ir 
« is then concluded. Sooner let my tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth, ſooner let my hand rot from 
% my arm, than that the one ſhould confeſs, or the 
other ſubſcribe what my heart can by no means i 
« aſſent to. Let me be content to eat the bread of . = ö 
© honeſt induſtry, but never let me ſacrifice what I , | 


Wy 
| 


[H] Preface, p. 1. | 4 
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© am perſuaded | is the truth of God, for the ſake of 
te any temporal intereſts whatever.” 

Now I appeal to all ingenuous minds whether this 
would not be the language of every one who pays the 
ſmalleſt regard to the voice of conſcience, the dictates 
of reaſon, or the warnings of the Holy Sprit ? 

I ſhall only add that I pray God, Sir, to give you 
repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth, that 
you may make a public and ſpeedy recantation- of 
what you have advanced to the diſhonour of Chriſt, 
and the diſturbance of his church, 


REVEREND 


199 


To the Rev. Dr. Abus. 


AS you have in the moſt public manner, both from 
the pulpit and the preſs, perſonally traduced me, as a 
ſetter forth of ſtrange doctrines, tending at once to 
ſur prize the vulgar and to miſlead the credulous; the 
moſt exceptionable of which doctrines you tell us you 
forbear to mention; you cannot think it unbecoming 
my office, as a miniſter of Chriſt, to join the author 
of this Letter, in calling upon you to explain your 
meaning; ſince it muſt be allowed to be a very hard 
caſe to be ſo ſeverely condemned in general terms, 
without giving me an opportunity of vindicating (not 
myſelf, for 1 deſire to be out of the queſtion, but) the 
doctrines delivered in my ſermon, doctrines which I 
am perſuaded in my conſcience are not only contained 
in the word of God, but are the very baſis of that 


apoſtolical church, in which you and I have the honor 
to be miniſters, 


WILLIAM .ROMAINE, 


Rector of Black-Friars. 
Loxpon, Mar, 20, 1770. 
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